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Burundi 


Hutu Energy Minister Kabushemeye Assassinated 


LD1103103595 Brussels La Une Radio Network in 
French 1000 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Burundi has been saddened 
again: Unidentified men assassinated a Hutu minister, 
Ernest Kabushemeye, minister of mines and energy, this 
morning in Bujumbura. He was also president of the 
Rally of the Burundi People, a small party allied to the 
Frodebu, the Hutu majority party. 


The minister's bodyguard was not able to protect him 
and was injured himself. This assassination has 
unleashed some panic in the streets of the Burundi 
capital, but everything is back to normal. 


This killing might worsen the already tense situation in 
Burundi, where the new government was formed last 
month with the participation of small Hutu-dominated 
extremist parties. 


Further on Assassination 


EA1103151795 Bujumbura ABP in French 0948 GMT 
11 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 1! Mar (ABP)}— 
Unidentified armed elements fired at the vehicle of the 
minister of energy and mines, Mr. Ernest Kabushemeye, 
at 10 o’clock (local time) right in the center of the 
Burundian capital while on his way to work. He died on 
the spot. We have learned this from Mr. Melchior 
Ntahobama, the minister of justice and keeper of the 
seals. 


Originating from Muyinga Province in the north of the 
country, Ernest Kabushemeye, a Hutu university lec- 
turer, has been at the head of the Ministry of Energy and 
Mines since 10 July 1993. He was the chairman of a 
smali political party, the RPB—Burvndi People’s 
Rally—-which belongs to the circle of those supporting 
the president. 


The police in the capital have been ordered to search for 
the unidentified murderer, who had escaped quickly. 


It is worth noting that the assassination took place at a 
time when the Burundian head of siate is in Copenhagen 
for the UN Conference on Economic and Social Devel- 
opment. 


Prime Minister Appeals for Calm 


AB1103142595 Paris AFP in English 1413 GMT 11 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, March 11 (AFP)— 
Burundi’s Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo appealed 
for calm Saturday [11 March] following the assassination 
of Energy Minister Ernest Kabushemeye, saying investi- 
gations had been ordered. 
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The appeal, breadcast by Burundi national radio and 
monitored here by the BBC, said: ““We have learnt with 
dismay the assvissination of minister (Ernest) Kabushem- 
eye.” 


“We would ulso like to denounce strongly these acts of 
violence and we call on the population to remain calm,” 
the radio s:id. 


“We have: asked the police and the judiciary to start 
investigaiions immediately to identify the murderers. 
The government will monitor the situation closely,” the 
radio aided. 


According to witnesses, Kabushemeye, who was head of 
the PBurundian People’s Rally Party, was assassinated 
while driving his car near the French Cultural Centre in 
the capital, Bujumbura. 


One of his bodyguards was wounded in the attack by a 
lone unidentified gunman, who later fled, UN special 
representative Ahmadou Ould Abdallah’s office said, 
but the Burundian radio said it was not clear if one or 
several assailants were responsible. 


Several passers-by were also wounded in the crossfire 
between the minister’s bodyguards and the assassin or 
assassins, who struck in the early morning when the 
streets were full of people, the radio said. 


Prime Minister, Frodebu React 


EA1103152595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 11 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Following the assassination of 
the energy minister, reactions have started reaching our 
newsroom. We start with the reaction of the prime 
minister, Mr. Antoine Nduwayo, which has just reached 
us. 


[Begin Nduwayo recording] We have learned with 
dismay of the assassination of Energy Minister Ernest 
Kabushemeye. We extend our complete sympathy to his 
family and to his political party, the RPB [Burundi 
People’s Party], and to all the government ministers and 
[words indistinct] parties. 


We extend our condolences to the bereaved family. We 
would also like to denounce these acts of violence 
strongly and we call on the population to remain calm. 
We have asked the police and the judiciary to start 
investigations immediately to identify the murderers. 
The government will monitor the situation closely. We 
promise that if the murderers are identified, they will be 
(?punished) severely in accordance with the law. [end 
recording] 


The other reaction came from Frodebu [Front for 
Democracy in Burundi] through the Honorable Frederic 
Bamvuginyumvira. 


[Begin Bamvuginyumvira recording] Frodebu has just 
learned with astonishment and concern of the abomi- 
nable assassination of Ernest Kabushemeye, president of 
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the Burundi People’s Party, RPB, and minister of energy 
and mines since the formation of the government of 
Melchior Ndadaye. His killing has increased the number 
of victims of political and ethnic assassinations. It 
appears clear that this move falls within the framework 
of the logic of spiralling violence. Frodebu strongly 
condemns this abominable and barbaric act. Frodebu 
extends its saddest condolences to the family and [words 
indistinct] and expresses its solidarity with the members 
of the RPB at this sad time. Frodebu urgently calls on the 
government, the security forces and the judiciary to do 
everything possible to arrest and bring to justice the 
perpetrators of this villainous murder. Frodebu calls on 
the entire population regardless of their political affilia- 
tion to keep calm and maintain security in the face of 
this tough new challenge. [end recording] 


The other reaction comes from Abasa [Burundi-African 
Alliance for Sa! vation]. It says: Abasa finds it impossible 
to hold the public meeting initially scheduled for 
Sunday, 12 March 1995. The postponement of the 
meeting was made necessary by the sad and unexpected 
death of Mr. Ernest Kabushemeye, minister of energy 
and mines. The Abasa president, Ambassador Terence 
Nsanze and all his colleagues and members of the 
political bureau expressed their heartfelt condolences the 
minister’s family and party. The Abasa political bureau 
strongly condemns the perpetrators of the killing and 
calls on all citizens to renounce criminal acts which 
could transform Burundi into a real powder keg. 


Party Leader Urges Disarmament 


EA1103170295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Burundi People’s Rally, 
RPB, president, who was also minister of energy and 
mines, Mr. Ernest Kabushemeye, was assassinated this 
morning at around 1!) o’clock. Mr. Kabushemeye was 
coming from the chemist which on Victory Avenue in 
front of the Ethiopian Airline offices near the French 
cultural center. At the moment we do not have a lot of 
details about the assassination, only that Mr. Kabush- 
emeye was shot to death. The minister’s bodyguards 
retaliated and according to accounts of eyewitnesses on 
the spot, the gunfire lasted for about 10 minutes and 
there are reports of many injured people. In the general 
confusion that followed the gunfire, the minister's assas- 
sins managed to get away. 


[Announcer] Mr. [name indistinct], you have visited the 
scene. How was the atmosphere there? 


[Unidentified correspondent] When we visited the 
scene, security forces had already surrounded the place. 
The buliet-ridden minister’s car was still there, and the 
body of the minister had collapsed over the gear lever. 
There was, of course, a group of people around. And we 
were able to talk to Mr. Shadrack Niyonkurv, the presi- 
dent of PP, the Burundi People’s Party, and we were able 
to get his vivid reaction. 
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[Begin recording] [passage omitted] [Correspondent] 
Did you [words indistinct] such a threat? 


[Niyonkuru] There have been threats [words indistinct]. 
You know very well that there are people with weapons 
circulating everywhere. We have always asked the rele- 
vant people to restore order and remove the weapons out 
of the hands of these criminals who are everywhere here 
in Bujumbura town. You know that assassinations have 
been taking place for some time now. We have done 
nothing to really put an end to such assassinations and 
stop the criminals who continue to move about freely. 
So, we can always expect such incidents as long as we 
have not yet found the definitive solution against the 
armed people who are still at large. [passage omitted] 
[end recordi7g] 


Democratization Threatened 


LD1103194995 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 11 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] From 
Copenhagen, where he heard the news, President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya was of the opinion that this 
[the recent killing of the Burundi energy minister] sig- 
nalled a new phase of destabilization. Dominique de 
Courcelles: 


[Begin de Courcelles recording] What is happening now 
in Burundi worries me more and more, and I wonder 
where the violence will lead to, the president of Burundi 
declared. Sylvestre Ntibantunganya even threatened to 
suspend his democratization program so that order 
could be restored, if necessary. [passage omitted] I do not 
think, however, this is the beginning of a civil war, the 
Burundian president said. But this remark is rather 
worrying, simply because he mentioned the possibility. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Police Arrest Suspects 


AB1203123095 Paris AFP in English 1143 GMT 12 
Mar 95 


{By Damien Ntiranyuhura] 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Bujumbura, March 12 
(AFP)—Police in Burundi said Sunday [12 March] they 
had arrested two suspects over the weekend killing of 
Energy Minister Ernest Kabushemeye, a member of the 
Hutu majority whose murder raised new fears of a new 
ethnic bloodbath. The unclaimed attack on Kabushem- 
eye, who was shot dead Saturday as he was driving his 
car in the centre of the capital Bujumbura, also wounded 
one of the minister’s bodyguards and at least one passer- 
by. 


Police gave no further details of the arrests and said it 
remained unclear whether a lone gunmen or several 
assailants carried out the fatal attack on the minister. 
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Shooting and explosions were heard late Saturday in the 
working class districts of Nyakabiga, Bwiza, and Jabe, 
national radio reported. 


Although the city was calm Sunday, most residents 
remained inside their homes, fearing a flare-up of vio- 
lence between Hutus and Tutsis. Tutsis form the ethnic 
minority in Burundi, a tiny central African nation, but 
dominate the armed forces and have in the past bloodily 
put down Hutu risings. 


Public transport was scarce in the city Sunday, and few 
people turned out to shop at the city’s main market. 


Burundian radio said Sunday that political parties across 
the board condemned the assassination of Kabushem- 
eye, who headed Burundian People’s Rally, a small party 
allied to President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya’s Front for 
Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu). [passage omitted] 


President Ntibantunganya, a Hutu, was named to office 
late last year following lengthy negotiations between the 
political pariies who agreed that the situation in the 
country was too tense for a vote to take place. 


Ntibantunganya, in Copenhagen at the weekend 
attending the UN summit on poverty, warned he might 
have to break off his democratisation programme and 
take “necessary measures to restore order” if ethnic 
violence continued in the country. He told AFP Kabush- 
emeye’s murder would provoke “insecurity and destab- 
lisation” but said he did not believe the killing would 
spark civil war. 


The assassinated minister was the brother-in-law of the 
bishop of Bujumbura “whose family was exterminated 
and who himself survived an attack three weeks ago,” 
said the president, who is also a Hutu. 


Saturday’s killing was part of a “string of attacks and 
murders of personalities from the presidential majority 
... aimed at the Hutu since the assassination of President 
Melchior Ndadaye,” he added. 


The late energy minister was in charge of a “special and 
sensitive sector, concerning gold trade and exploita- 
tion,” he said, but he ruled out any “correlations”. 


Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo also appealed for 
calm and said an investigation had been ordered into the 
murder. 


MP’s Home Attacked 


EA1203171795 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 12 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Gunshots and grenade explo- 
sions were heard in the capital last night. The residence 
of the Honorable Deputy Deo Nkinahamira was also 
attacked. We visited the scene where Deo Nkinahamira 
told us what occurred. 
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[Begin recording] [Nkinahamira] It was about 1950, just 
before the end of the television news in Kirundi. [passage 
omitted] 


[Unidentified correspondent] Did you call for help, and 
when did help arrive? 


{[Nkinahamira]} Well, I actually called for help immedi- 
ately. [passage omitted] Because I was near the tele- 
phone, I used it to call the minister of national defense, 
and then I called the Army chief of general staff. I 
informed these people of what had just happened. Later. 
I called the commander of, | think, the intervention 
contingent, Colonel Nahimana, who told me that he 
would send a patrol. But what was I asking all these 
people? | said please try to send my some reinforce- 
ments. I have only two soldiers. Send me more soldiers 
to help the others. They all promised me they would do 
it, but nothing was done. It was a pity. [passage omitted] 
[end recording] 


Foreign Minister on Suspects 


AB1203185295 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 12 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] it is still not clear who was 
responsible for the assassination of Burundi’s Energy 
Minister Ernest Kabushemeye. He was a leading Hutu 
politician and was gunned down in the street in Bujum- 
bura yesterday morning, and his killing has sparked fears 
of a new wave of ethnic reprisals and warnings of a 
security crackdown. Matthew Tostevin has been fol- 
lowing events in Burundi since the minister’s assassina- 
tion. Here is his report: 


[Begin recording] [Tostevin] The sound of gunfire and 
explosions was heard in Bujumbura last night. Despite 
an appeal for calm by Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo, 
Burundi radio reported shooting in some of the poorer 
districts of the capital. [passage omitted] I called 
Burundi’s Foreign Minister Jean Marie Ngendahayo and 
asked him what the government was planning to do 
about the violence: 


{[Ngendahayo] The government has decided clearly to 
prosecute these terrorists. 


[Tostevin}] Who exactly are these terrorists you're talking 
about? 


[Ngendahayo] You know, for this assassination of Mr. 
Kabushemeye, two people have been arrested and one 
has been killed by ihe bodyguard of the minister. 


[Tostevin}] Well, you’ve held two people in connection 
with this assassination. Which group these people belong 
to? 


[Ngendahayo] I think it is not good for the justice to start 
telling this and this at this !evel. But what I can tell you 
is that we have already two suspects, and the inquiry is 
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going on very rapiciy and very quietly. So, let the justice 
do its work. [end | ecording] 


President Rejects ‘Foreign Collusion’ 


LD1203201595 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 12 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Burundi President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya has made a statement in Copenhagen, 
where he was attending the UN summit on social devel- 
opment. He has ruled out, I quote, any foreign collusion 
in ihe killing on Thursday of his energy and mines 
minister. The head of state added that, despite the crisis 
situation, he will not resign his post. Mr. Ntibantung- 
anya also rejected any resemblance with Rwanda. 
According to him, these two countries are fraternal 
twins, I quote, and the nature of their power is different, 
end of quote. 


Tutsi Opposition Said Planning To Seize Power 


BR1003090295 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 10 Mar 95 p 6 


[Unattributed article: “Burundi Opposition Plans Take- 
over” 


[FBIS Translated Text] Seven leaders of the hardline 
Tutsi opposition are planning to seize power from Pres- 
ident Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, DE STANDAARD has 
learned from reliable sources in the capital Bujumbura. 


Together with four Army officers, they are looking at 
how they can take the opportunity of the president’s visit 
to Denmark next weekend to stage their coup. 


An initial meeting was held last Wednesday afternoon at 
0300 [0200 GMT} at the villa of Protais Sindimwo, head 
of the Buminco mining company in the OUA district. 


Those present included the current president of the 
principal opposition party, Charles Mukasi, former min- 
isters Francois Ngeze, Liboire Bararunyetse and Cyprien 
Mbonimpa, and Major Augustin Sindaye. The names of 
some of these men have already been linked to earlier 
coup atiempts. Former dictator Jean-Baptiste Bagaza is 
also apparently aware of the plans. 


Last Monday’s appointment of the committee charged 
with preparing the national reconciliation debate is 
apparently unacceptable to the hardline Tutsi opposi- 
tion. 


Given these circumstances it is not certain that President 
Ntibantunganya will now be travelling to Copenhagen 
on Friday, our reports indicate. 
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Rwanda 


Unamir Said ‘Circulating Rumors’ About Soldiers 


EA1103160195 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 0515 
GMT I1 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] A Unamir [UN Assistance 
Mission to Rwanda] contingent based in Kibuye is 
circulating rumors among the residents of the area that 
the government soldiers are planning to launch an attack 
against them, thus they should take refuge in the Unamir 
camp. 

According to Radio Rwanda’s correspondent in Kibuye, 
Chantal Wamarya, Kibuye (?prosecutor) visited the 
Unamir camp and found 150 people already hiding in 
the camp. Later on, the prefect for the area was stopped 
from entering in the Unamir camp, while the burgo- 
master [mayor] was told that there is nobody in the 
camp. 

After the Army commander for government forces in the 
area had arrived at the Unamir camp, the prefect was 
allowed to enter the Unamir camp after the Unamir 
commander had sought permission from the Unamir 
headquarters in Kigali. Surprisingly, the prefect found 
only 11 people in the camp instead of 150. Those 11 
people found in the camp told Radio Rwanda’s corre- 
spondent that they are only ailowed to move out during 
the day and come back to sleep in the camp. 


Yesterday, the deputy Unamir force commander, Briga- 
dier Anyidoho, had an interview with Radio Rwanda’s 
Edwards Bizumyremye, and he revealed that he was 
aware of the 11 people residing in the Unamir camp, but 
has no further detailed information about the situation 
in Kibuye. He further said he will send the Unamir chief 
of staff to assess the situation in Kibuye. In conclusion, 
Mr. Anyidoho said that he will make arrangements of 
transferring Unamir contingents to different parts of the 
country to avoid the occurrence of such ugly incidences 
[as heard]. 


Unrest Reported in Eastern Zaire Refugee Camps 


EA1003224095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 1800 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] An increase in unrest is reported 
in refugee camps in eastern Zaire, notably in Goma and 
Bukavu. Humanitarian organizations were yesterday 
forced to interrupt aid distribution in Kiumba Camp, 
which accommodates 210,000 Rwandans. Agitators 
orchestrated disorder in order to grab food supplies, and 
to set refugees against donor organizations by accusing 
them of intending to starve the refugees. This was stated 
this morning by an ICRC representative. Other incidents 
of disorder were reported by nongovernmental organiza- 
tions in the Bukavu region during a population census 
exercise conducted in the refugee camps there. 
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Somalia 
Militia Clashes With Airport Looters; 2 Dead 


AB1 103143295 Paris AFP in English 1403 GMT 11 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, March 11 (AFP)— 
Two militiamen were killed when shooting broke out 
overnight at Mogadishu airport between looters and 
militia guarding the airport since the departure of UN 
peacekeepers, a Somali newspaper said Saturday [11 
March]. 


The looters had invaded the airport, which has remained 
closed since the UN troops pulled out of Somalia almost 
two weeks ago, the report said. Rival warlords General 
Mohamed Farah Aidid and self-styled president Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed have failed to reopen the airport 
despite agreeing to do so. 


Fuel and wood were among the goods looted from the 
airport, shut on February 28 when the last UN flight left 
Mogadishu carrying UN special representative Victor 
Gbeho and his aides. 


The airport is guarded by the Habr Gedir militia, which 
supports Aidid, and the Abgal militia, which backs Ali 
Mahdi, but concern has been expressed that unless the 
militias are brought under control, it will be impossible 
to run either the port or airport. 


The port reopened Thursday and an Egyptian ship 
carrying 60,000 tons of food and equipment docked 
without a tug. 


Early Saturday the goods brought in by the ship went on 
sale in the capital’s main markets. 


But port officials were calling on the United Nations to 
return vital equipment which they said the withdrawing 
peacekeepers had taken with them, and without which 
the port could not accomodate larger ships, Xog-Ogaal 
said. 

The paper quoted Somali Ports Cooperation general 
manager Ahmed Hassan Dahir as saying: “We don’t 
have tugboats and the other necessary facilities, so big 
vessels could either cause damage to the facility or the 
body of vessels. We demand the quick return of the 
equipments taken by UN Operation in Somalia (Uno- 
som) for security reasons.” 


The UN trvops, who pulled out of Somalia under the 
protection of a six-nation task force, closed the port on 
February 23. The UN force took all essential port and 
airport equipment with it in the expectation that the 
clans would fight for both facilities, promising to return 
it once competent authorities were in place. 


Joint 12-Point Program for Ports Released 


EA1203155295 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 0445 GMT 12 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mr. Mohamed Farah Aidid and 
Mr. Ali Mohamed have jointly released a twelve-point 
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program on how to administer the port and airports of 
Banaadir region in and around Mogadishu. 


In the light of the joint agreement of 20 February 1995 
on how to administer the port and airports in Banaadir 
region, the joint agreement on forming an administrative 
and operative committee of the port and airports of 
Banaadir region on 5 March 1995, the opening of the 
port [Mogadishu] on 5 March [as heard] 1995, and in 
light of the dire need for the smooth administration of 
the ports and airports, Aidid and Ali Mahdi resolved: 


1. To form a technical peace committee to mediate 
between port and airport officials; 


2. This committee will be answerable to the joint ports 
and airports committee; 


3. The technical peace committee is solely responsible 
for ensuring the safety of all workers at the ports and 
airports, whether Somalis or foreigners, and the smoo.h 
business administration and international communica- 
tions of the ports and airports; 


4. The technical peace committee is responsible for 
checking on all factors that may pose a threat to safety, 
stability, and cooperation in all branches of the security 
organs entrusted with the security of the ports and 
airports, with the full authority to use any powers at their 
disposal to tackle anything that may threaten the safety 
of the ports and airports; 


5. The technical peace committee is ready to unite all 
security organs and put distinctive marks on all the 
technicals to be used for the purpose of ensuring the 
safety and the security of all the ports and airports; 


6. Ports and airports are out of bounds to all forces and 
technicals other than those clearly marked and being 
used by the technical peace committee; 


7. The technical peace committee will decide on the 
number of security personnel to be deployed at the ports 
and airports and the logistics of the security personnel 
will be the responsibility of the joint ports and airports 
committee; 


8. The police force will be deployed inside the ports and 
airports while the other security organs will be respon- 
sible for safety and security of the outer perimeter of the 
ports and airports and all roads where merchandise to 
and from the ports and airports pass; 


9. The technicai peace committee will have to take full 
responsibility for the safety of all goods, food and 
medicine brought into the country by the international 
humanitarian organizations. The committee must facil- 
itate the easy access of humanitarian personnel to the 
ports and airports in order for them to serve the general 
public of Somalia so long as the humanitarian personnel 
do not run counter to the interests and laws of the 
country; 
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10. All foreigners entering or leaving the country must be 
cleared by the immigration authorities; 


11. Anyone who commits crimes against the security of 
the state and is apprehended will be handed over to the 
judicial authorities of the country and justice will be 
administered by the joint judicial authorities; 


12. The joint ports and airports committee will specify to 
all concerned by way of circulars and publications any 
offense which may not currently be very clear to all users 
of ports and the airports of Banaadir region. 


Aidid, Ali Mahdi To Hold Peace Talks 


AB1203200295 Paris AFP in English 1749 GMT 12 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, March !2 (AFP)— 
Somalia’s two main faction leaders, General Mohamed 
Farah Aidid and Ali Mahdi Mohamed, are to hold talks 
next week on finalising a peace process in the war- 
ravaged country, officials said Sunday [12 March]. 


A 12-member joint negotiation committee appointed by 
the two warlords, who are litter rivals, said the pair 
planned to meet in Mogadishu port on March 20. 


Fears of renewed all-out conflict between Somalia’s 
many clans have been rife since the last peacekeepers 
from the UN Operation in Somalia (Unosom) pulled out 
of the country last week. 


The negotiation committee’s chairman, Abdulkadir 
Abdi Mashalleyste, said Aidid and Ali Mahdi had agreed 
to meet for the interest of their people, adding that “our 
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duty is to create a concrete agenda which would lead 
them toward reconciliation.” 


He said the committee has already settled a dispute over 
the control of the port and airport, which have been 
identified as flashpoint areas between the warlords’ 
militias. The committee was established to run both sites 
after the peacekeepers’ departure, when th: airfield was 
closed down. Mashalleyste declined to say when it would 
reopen. 

“We know Somalis are tired of seeing General Aidid and 
Ali Mahdi embracing each other. I hope this time their 
meeting will end all conflicts,” Mashalleyste said, in 
reference to past agreements the two men have previ- 
ously signed but have gone unimplemented. 


Meanwhile, heavily armed militiamen from rival faction 
alliances held joint exercises north of Mogadishu on 
Sunday as a prelude to operating as a joint task force in 
the capital. 


The combined militia of the Hawiye clan drove vehicles 
mounted with heavy machine guns along Mogadishu 
streets, with people waving green leaves to acknowledge 
the new-found unity. 


In another development the port, which reopened sev- 
eral days ago, suddenly stopped operations on Sunday 
morning, apparently due to non-implementation of an 
agreement for a joint task force to safeguard the facility. 
But it started operations again on Sunday evening after 
the force was deployed. 


Over 550 unarmed policemen are stationed inside the 
port, while the heavily armed militia are outside the port 
gates to secure it. 
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Finance Minister Abolishes Pinaacia! Rand 
MB1003 153895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1522 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Mar 10 SAPA— 
Finance Minister Chris Liebenbyrg on Friday scrapped 
South Africa’s financial rand. In a statement, following 
feverish market rumours, Liebenberg said the dual cur- 
rency system would be replaced by a unitary currency 
with effect from March 13, 1995. 


‘Minor Adjustments’ Needed 
MB1003 184395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1806 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Mar 10 SAPA— 
Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg abolished the coun- 
try’s financial rand [finrand} on Friday, allowing 
foreigners to freely move their investments in and out of 
South Africa. 


The unitary exchange rate would come into force on 
Monday, he said in a statement. It was warmly welcomed 
by the country’s businesses although foreign exchange 
controls on South African residents remain in force. 


The finance minister’s statement followed strong 
rumours on the market on Friday that the dual currency 
system would be dumped this weekend, ahead of the 
budget being presented on Wednesday, March 15. 


That feverish speculation on the currency markets 
resulted in the discount between the finrand and the 
commercial rand [commercial rand] narrowing sharply 
to 2.55 per cent. 


The finrand closed Friday at R3.75 [rands] to the US 
dollar while the comrand ended the day at R3.6445 to 
the American currency. Economists widely expect the 
unitary exchange rate to settle somewhere in that range. 


Mr Liebenberg believed only “minor adjustments” were 
necessary for the two rates to merge. Reserve Bank 
Governor Chris Stals would however, if necessary, 
clarify on Monday morning the required arrangements 
for the implementation of the new unitary rand. 


Mr Liebenberg said the scrapping of the finrand had 
been precipitated by an improvement in the country’s 
underlying financial situation. 


South Africa’s status in global money and capital mar- 
kets had changed dramatically since the country’s new 
government of national unity came into power in may 
last year. 


“International punitive actions such as economic sanc- 
tions, investment restrictions and forced loan with- 
drawals have been repealed and South Africa has again 
been accepted as a normal member of the international 
community,” he said. 
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Consequently, persistent capital inflows into South 
Africa from abroad since mid-1994 had allowed the 
central bank to rebuild its foicign reserves as well as 
redeem a portion of its foreign borrowings. 


The country’s foreign reserves, held by the bank on 
Friday, amounted to about R12.5-billion [rands]. The 
bank had also arranged foreign credit lines of about 
R16-billion, of which R13-billion was unused. 


The South African Chamber of Business (SACOB), 
which represents about 40,000 enterprises, said the fin- 
rand’s abolition reflected government’s confidence in 
the stability of the country. The government was now 
also willing to subject its economic policies to the “test” 
of the markets, locally and internationally. 


“This confidence is sure to be noticed by the interna- 
tional investment community,” it said. “The viability of 
the South African economy under the new political 
dispensation is no longer in question.” 


Mr Liebenberg said the scrapping of the finrand sig- 
nalled the government of national unity’s resolve to 
pursue sound macro-economic policies in a responsible 
manner. 


These policies would preserve overall financial stability, 
create a friendly environment for foreign investment, as 
well as promote and support sustainable economic 
growth in the country. 


In addition, he said the local markets would not be 
closed. Some analysts had expected markets would be 
shut-down to give markets time to digest the news and 
not panic. 


“It should be possible to resume normal financial market 
operations on Monday with little disruption, and with a 
fully integrated floating unitary exchange rate for the 
rand,” Mr Liebenberg said. 


Although foreigners may from Monday freely move their 
capital in and out of the country, South African residents 
wanting to invest abroad are still restricted. 


However, the finance minister pointed out the scrapping 
of the finrand the first step in the government’s pursuit 
of full financial liberalisation. This will involve at a later 
date the lifting of foreign exchange restrictions on South 
African residents. 


SACOB said such an approach was in line with their 
view, saying it was a sound first step in the ultimate 
sc. apping of all foreign exchange controls. 


The chamber urged Mr Liebenberg to follow up Friday’s 
announcement with commitments in his budget on 
March 15 which would promote further investor coz:fi- 
dence. 


“The necessity for increasing the magnitude of economic 


growth requires positive steps to encourage foreign 
investment...it is even more important for government 
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to formulate its forthcoming budget in a nianner that is 
credible and further advances investor friendliness.” 


Debt Rescheduling Anticipated 
MB1003 185095 Johannesburg SAPA in english 1720 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribei Text] Johannesburg Mar 10 SAPA— 
The scrapping of the financial rand [finrand] had impor- 
tant implications for South Africa’s foreign debt 
rescheduling arrangements, Finance Minister Chris Lie- 
benberg said on Friday. 


In a statement, he said foreign creditor banks’ option of 
swapping debt for equity in South Africa, as worked out 
in rescheduling arrangements on debt caught in the 
standstill net, would be suspended. 


“With the re-introduction of full convertibility and the 
free repatriation of sale proceeds of foreign investment 
in Souih African securities, this debt-for-equity swap 
facility will obviously nullify the objective of the debt- 
rescheduling agreement.” 


This facility would be suspended until an alternative 
arrangement could be worked out, Mr Liebenberg said. 


The possibility of an alternative arrangement should the 
finrand be scrapped was agreed to in South Africa’s 
negotiations with foreign creditor banks in September 
1993. 


Aboii’i*»« To Promote Investment 


MB1003 192895 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[Telephone interview with Finance Minister Chris Lie- 
benberg by announcer Marietta Kruger—live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Kruger] On the line we have 
Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg. Good evening, Mr. 
Liebenberg. What is the significance of the scranping of 
the financial rand to the South African economy? We 
have heard various comments, but what do you say? 


[Liebenberg] I have noted the comments. The whole aim 
of the scrapping of the financial rand is, of course, to 
make the country more attractive to foreign investors. 
What do we expect? We expect that people will purchase 
more of our shares. We expect that people who have in 
the past not been allowed to invest here will now do so. 
But our main need is to have people bring their capital, 
build factories, employ our people, and export the prod- 
ucts. This step makes it easier for them to do so. 


[Kruger] You have taken this big step just before the 
budget. Can we expect any more surprises before 
Wednesday? 


{Liebenberg] Well, I hope the financial rand move was 
not a surprise. For the past few weeks, everyone has been 
saying that it had to go. I also hope there will not be any 
surprises in the budget. People in general ought to know 
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what the country’s requirements are, what we have to do, 
and hopefully we will g’ ve attention to those issues on 
budget day next Wednesday. So I do not expect anyore 
to be disappointed, and I do not expect anyone to be 
caught unawares. 


[Kruger] One last question. Was the timing especially set 
for today? 


[Liebenterg] The timing has basically been dictated by 
the markets, and I must honestly say that I believe the 
timing was perfect, because the markets have shown us 
that we were correct in deciding on a single currency. 


[Kruger] Mr. Liebenberg, thank you for being with us 
this evening. We'll probably be talking with you next 
week when the budget is announced. 


Stals Expresses Confidence 


MB1003211795 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 10 Mar 95 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] There have been big shakeups 
in the financial structure in South Africa. During the 
years of apartheid isolation, there were two exchange 
rates for the rand to maintain its value—a commercial 
rate and a special high rate, the financial rand, for money 
coming into South Africa as foreign investment. But 
from Monday, it has been announced that the financial 
rand is to be scrapped and that in future there will be 
only one exchange rate. On the line to Johannesburg, 
Timothy Ecott asked the governor of the Reserve Bank, 
Chris Stals, why they had taken this measure. 


[Begin recording] [Stals] The South African balance of 
payment situation improved substantially over the past 
six months, and we have had persistent capital inflows 
into the country. The difference between the financial 
rand exchange rate and the commercial rand rate actu- 
ally almost disappeared. The last few days, the rates were 
auoted...[pauses] indicated a difference of only three or 
four percent, and we feel that the South African financial 
situation is stable enough at this stage to justify the 
merging of the two exchange rates. The government feels 
that the political situation is stable enough. In this 
situation, we have decided to abolish this unpopular 
exchange control measure. 


[Ecott] Now, you mentioned that the government has 
taken this decision. Is it really a political decision? Is the 
government trying to bolster confidence in the rand, 
which has been declining of late? 


[Stals} No, no, I wouldn’t say that. No, { don’t think so. 
I mean, there is even more confidence in the rand, and 
the foreign exchange is coming inio the country, and 
foreign investments are coming into the country. The 
Reserve Bank already informed the government about 
three or four weeks ago, about a month ago, that we feel 
that our po. sion now is strong enough to abolish the 
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financial rand system and that the foreign reserves 
available to the Reserve Bank are sufficient to ensure a 
relatively stable foreign exchange market if we should 
abolish the South African rand. So, I think the initiative 
came from the Reserve Bank, and it was encouraged by 
the underlying financial situation and the balance of 


payments developments. 


{Ecott] Governor, what do you think will happen on 
Monday when the foreign exchange markets open? Is 
there going to be a panic to sell the rands? What is it 
going to do for people in South Africa? 


[Stals] No, our financial rand exchange rate today was 
only 12.2 [word indistinct] isom the commercial rand 
exchange rate. The two exchange rates will much prob- 
ably merge somewhere in between, which could mean | 
or 2 percent depreciation of the officia! exchange rate 
[words indistinct] it is not impossible that some foreign 
investors may come into the country on Monday and, 
because we have abolished the financial rand now, they 
may feel that this has [words indistinct] the exchange 
control has now disappeared. 


I think it is not impossible that some money wiiil come 
into the country on Monday. So, we are preparing 
ourselves for either some inflow of capital or an outflow 
of capital. And whatever might develop, the Reserve 
Ban!. is ready to intervene in the markets and to support 
the markets both ways—either we buy dollars from the 
market [words indistinct] or we sell dollars into the 
market, depending on how the situation will develop. 
{end recording] 


Results of W. Mandela-Mbeki Meeting ‘Unclear’ 


MB1103133495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2325 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FB.S Transcribed Text] Pretoria March 10 SAPA— 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki and embattled Deputy 
Minister of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology 
Winnie Mandela ended their long-awaited meeting at the 
Union Buildings in Pretoria shortly after 17.30AM on 
Saturday. The meeting lasted two-and-a-hair hours. 


It was unclear what transpired at the meeting, although 
Mr Mbelki’s spokesman Thami Ntenteni told reporters 
that it was a “one-on-one” discussion. Mrs Mandela left 
via the back entrance giving reporters no opportunity to 
speak to her. Mr Mbeki did not leave the building to 
speak to the few reporters who had remained until the 
end of the meeting. Mr Ntenteni said afterward the next 
step would be the report-back by Mr Mbeki to President 
Nelson Mandela. He coud not say when this would be 
adding only that “they might communicate by phone”. 
President Mandela is in Copenhagen for the world 
sum, nit on social development. 


Mr Ntenteni said he was not informed of the contents of 
the discussions. He however added that Mr Mbeki was 
calm and relaxed in his approach to the meeting. “This is 
not a personal matter, it is a political one,” Mr Ntenteni 
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said. Mrs Mandela’s recent West African visit and earlier 
refusals to meet Mr Mbeki were widely belicved to have 
been on the agenda. 


She had undertaken the trip to West Africa in defiance of 
President Nelson Mandela’s order that she stay home, 
but returned earlier than scheduled after police raided 
her Soweto home. Mr Ntenteni discounted earlier spec- 
ulation that the issue of alleged corruption under the 
investigation by the police would be raised because of 
the presence of Mrs Mandela’s daughter Zindzi. Mrs 
Mandela-Hlongwane did not take part in the meeting, 
but waited outside until the talks finished, he said. The 
allegations involved both Mrs Mandela and Mrs Man- 
dela-Hlongwane. 


W. Mandela F . -'> ‘Hr niliated’, ‘Betrayed’ 


MB1103163895 jo... — -sburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1600 GMT 11 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Deputy Minister Winnie Man- 
dela says she has been humiliated and betrayed by her 
own people. At the funeral of an ANC official at Tembisa 
in Johannesburg, Mrs. hiandela dismissed recent allega- 
tions of corruption and described it as a vendetta against 
her. Her speech came a few hours after her meeting with 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki in Pretoria, reportedly 
dealing with her unauthorized visit to West Africa. She 
said nothing about her talks with Mr. Mbeki. Mr. Mbeki 
will brief President Nelson Mandela about the talks as 
goon as he returns from his overseas visit. In an emo- 
tional address, Mrs. Mandela said she had been betrayed 


by her own people. 


[Begin Winnie Mandela recording in English} I feel 
betrayed—the ultimate humiliation by my own people. 
This surely is not the South Africa I ruined my life for. It 
cannot be. I am not guilty of any crime whatsoever nor 
do I have to account to you for that. I am not a criminal. 
My faith in South Africa and in the ideals for which so 
many thousands of our fellow countrymen sacrificed 
thcir lives, indeed my faith in humanity, has never been 
tested to this extent under a government of national 
unity. [end recording] 


Expected To Fight Dismissal 


MB1303 143695 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 13 Mar 95 p I 


[Report by David Greybe] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—Winnie Mandela 
was determined to stage a political fightback if, as 
expected, she was dismissed from her position as Arts, 
Culture, Science and Technology Deputy Minister, a 
source close to her said yesterday. The source indicated 
Mandela would seek to broaden hr support base by 
mounting a countrywide campaign to mobilise disgrun- 
tled students, particulary at universities, and prison 
warders. Both groups have come under fire recently from 
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centra! government leaders, including President Nelson 
Mandela, for taking the law into their own hands. 


Last week the President accused white university rectors 
of “racism” for failing to take a tougher line against 
black students who had resorted to hostage-taking and 
trashing campuses to highlight their grievances. 


ANC officials said yesterday they expected “poiitical 
fallout” from Winnie Mandela’s dismissal, but were 
confident the party would be able to contain it. The 
damage would also not be lasting. 


A senior government source said yesterday he was sure 
“nothing had changed” as a result of Friday night’s 
meeting betweer Winnie Mandela and Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki. He said she would still be fired for defying 
a presidential order not to undertake a trip to West 
Africa. The source said: “It was only common decency 
for them (Mbeki and President Mandela) to hear her side 
of the story.” 


However, another source said: ““Mbeki did not teil 
Winnie she would be dismissed from government. It was 
a very friendly discussion.” 


Mbeki’s spokesman Thami Ntenteni said the Deputy 
President was expected to report directly to the Presi- 
dent on the meeting soon after the latter’s return on 
Thursday from his European trip. He was unable to 
comment on Mbeki’s meeting with Winnie Mandela, 
except to say “numerous issues” were discussed. Nten- 
teni added: “This matter has to be discussed and 
resolved without it going through the media.” 


The government source said he expected the President to 
move swiftly on the issue once he had been briefed by 
Mbeki. He did not think the issue could be dealt with 
satisfactorily by telephone. 


Meanwhile, Winnie Mandela told mourners at a funeral 
in Tembisa on the East Rand on Saturday she had been 
betrayed by her “own people”, and she was being “‘sac- 
rificed” in a plot against her. Speaking only hours after 
her meeting with Mbeki, she said: “I feel betrayed. This 
has been the ultimate humiliation by my own people. 
This is not the SA [South Africa] I ruined my life for.” 


Zulu King Spokesman Admits ANC Trying To 
Control Chiefs 


MB1003171095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1551 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town March 10 SAPA— 
Zulu Prince Sifiso Zulu, whose group has taken control 
of King Goodwill Zwelithini’s public affairs, has 
admitted in a radio interview that his ANC faction is 
attempting to gain cont:ol of the kingdom’s council of 
chiefs. 


Prince Sifiso told an interviewer on Friday’s SAfm 
Midday Live programme that the central government 
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was seeking to arrange that the Zulu chiefs’ remunere- 
tion was paid by it rather than the province of KwaZulu/ 
Natal, as had been done with the king. 


The prince was questioned on a call by the Zulu council 
of ministers for an imbizo (assembly) and whether the 
king was “going to go on the warpath”. 


“We are getting centralisation of their remuneration,” 
Prince Sifiso said. 


He claimed that chiefs numbering some 300, who would 
attend the imbizo on Saturday, feared intimidation by 
the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party], and that there was 
“only a handful of support (among them) for the IFP”. 


Interviewer: “It’s a very serious charge you are mak- 
ing...that they fear assassination...is this true?” 


He replied: “Yes, yes.” 


Interviewer: “What if the king went to the meeting and 
asked to speak...to stamp his authority on the meeting?” 


Prince Sifiso: “We need to get things like authority- 
...without international mediation.” 


Interviewer: ‘“‘Aren’t you going to live with...fear 
always.” 


Prince Sifiso: “The IFP has to learn, Buthelezi particu- 
larly, that they do not represent the Zulu nation.” 


East Rand Group Drives Out Last White 
Teachers 


MB1103162195 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR in 
English 11-12 Mar 95 p 3 


[Report by Tefo Mothibeli]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Black schools on the East Rand 
had finally been purged of white teachers following a 
relentless campaign by the Azanian Students’ Movement 
(Azasm) to drive them from the area, sources said this 
week. 


The last five white teachers at Landulwazi Comprehen- 
sive School in Tokoza left in the face of threats to their 
lives after long resisting a demand that they make way 
for unemployed black teachers. 


This was confirmed by a well-placed source in East Rand 
education who did not wish to be named for fear of her 
life. 


The source said the five male technical-subject teachers 
decided to quit after they were allegedly chased on their 
way to work by unknown men brandishing AK-47 
assault rifles in a car last week. None of the teachers 
could be contacted for comment. 


However, the education department’s area office said it 
was aware that white teachers had been harassed and had 
quit the school. 
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The teachers had allegedly also received death threats 
from Azanian People’s Organisation (Azapo) and Azasm 
activists. 


The campaign to oust white teachers began a year ago 
and had the blessing of Azapo [Azanian People’s Orga- 
nization}, the organisation’s secretary-general Jairus 
Kgokong said this week. 


Azasm had warned that white teachers in black schools 
who refused to vacate their jobs for unemployed black 
teachers could become the target of violence. 


When the campaign began, Azasm and its parent Azapo 
said: ‘White teachers enjoyed the double advantage of 
being employed in white schools and in black schools, 
while black teachers roamed the streets with diplomas 
and degrees.” 


The campaign was sharply criticised by the South 
African Democratic Teachers’ Union as racially driven. 


The East Rand school’s acting principal—who did not 
wish to be named—said she had been inundated with 
death threats over the telephone. 


Anonymous callers had warned her that they “were going 
to do everything possible to make sure that the five 
teachers did not teach at the school’. 


The school had had to switch some teachers from their 
classes to stand in for the absent teachers. This had 
placed a lot of pressure on the remaining teachers, who 
now had to do a huge amount of work teaching their own 
Classes as well as those of their absent colleagues. 


Asked whether any replacements had been found, she 
said: “‘No. In the first place, those people have not been 
fired and are still full employees of the Department of 
Education, with all their benefits, despite the problem at 
hand.” 


Some of the pupils at the school said they were not aware 
of what had happened to their teachers and hoped they 
would return. They said they were “‘very comfortable 
with them and related cordially”’. 


Repeated attempts to get comment from Azasm, Azapo 
and the Gauteng education ministry this week were 
unsuccessful. 


Discarded Missile Warheads Found at Furnace 


MB1203204295 Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
12 Mar 95 pp I, 2 


[Report by De Wet Potgieter] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A potentially gruesome 
disaster was averted at the Iscor [South African Iron and 
Steel Corporation] smelting plant in Pretoria when 200 
kgs of military explosives nearly landed in the blast 
furnace. 
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The explosives were part of a consignment of discarded 
Air Force missiles sold as scrap by Kentron, an affiliate 
of Denel, to National Metals (Pty) Ltd. Only the metal 
casings of the French Matra air-to-air missiles were 
supposed to be destroyed but these still contained the 
deadly warheads when they were dumped at a waste 
metal site. An alert black worker at National Metals 
apparently averted a major disaster. If the explosives had 
ended up in the blast furnace, it could have led to the 
destruction of large parts of Iscor’s smelting plants as 
weil as deaths and injuries. 


The explosives were found between cargoes of scrap 
metal and could have caused massive destruction if an 
explosion had occurred. According to an expert, that 
amount of explosives could have caused damage within 
a radius of more than one kilometer if it ended up in the 
blast furnace. He explained that within a radius of half a 
kilometer such an explosion would have flattened build- 
ings. Denel’s grou; executive manager for public affairs, 
Paul Holtzhausen, confirmed the incident to RAPPORT 
and said the matter is being investigated. [passage 
omitted] 


He said it is uormal practice for old weapons to be 
dismantled by the manufacturer and for the scrap metal 
to be sold to scrap metal dealers. An Air Force 
spokesman said the Matra missiles were sold to Kentron 
in 1993 after the system was phased out. The extremely 
effective air-to-air missiles were used on old Mirage 
fighter aircraft and Buccaneer bombers over the years. 
National Metals, whose plant borders the Iscor plant in 
Pretoria West, was approached approximately three 
months ago to destroy the missile casings. At that stage it 
was discovered that there were missiles with warheads 
and they were sent to Kentron for removal. 


Approximately one month ago, Kentron informed 
National Metals that the casings were safe and should be 
collected at the Waterkloof Air Force Base. There were 
80 huge steel containers with an estimated value of 
approximately !.2 million rand. [passage omitted] 


According to RAPPORT’s information, a total of six 
Matra missile warheads weighing approximately 30 kgs 
each were removed from the site by police. [passage 
omitted] 


The missiles also were delivered by Iscor without the 
expensive infrared equipment being removed. These 
were still in working order. 


Armscor Hinders Testimony of Witnesses in U.S. 


MB1203153795 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 12 Mar 95 p 2 


{Report by Peter de Ionno] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Armscor [Armaments Corpora- 
tion of South Africa] is trying to block attempts by seven 
South Africans to testify in the US about arms smuggling 
and fraud. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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The “Philadelphia Seven” have been indicted, together 
with Armscor, Fuchs Electronics and Kentron, to give 
evidence in the trial of American Robert Clyde Ivy, 
which begins on April 25. 


Although the seven are understood to have cut a deal 
with US prosecutors, giving them immunity from pros- 
ecution in US courts, they have been told they will not be 
given indemnity from South African laws, including the 
Official Secrets Act. 


All have received letters from Armscor chief executive 
Tielmann de Waal in which he says Defence Minister 
Joe Modise is backing Armscor’s three-year refusal to 
bend to US pressure. 


Mr Modise, understood to be on holiday in the Eastern 
Transvaal, was not available for comment. 


Spokesmen for Armscor and Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki said no talks on the issue had been held since Mr 
Mbeki returned from Washington last week after ham- 
mering out a deal in which the US prosecutors agreed to 
show leniency towards the SA [South Africa] companies 
and individuals in exchange for co-operation in prose- 
cuting Mr Ivy. 


The deal was agreed against a background of threats of a 
new indictment against Reunert Technologies managing 
director Tony Ellingford and new punitive embargoes 
against Reunert and unspecified Barlows subsidiaries. 


The continued stalemate is frustrating attempts by the 
seven to rebuild their careers which have been ruined by 
the threat of arrest by US marshals if they travel outside 
South Africa. 


“Giving evidence is the only way we can clear our 
names,” said one of the men this week. 


“It seems neither Armscor nor the government is pre- 
pared to lift a finger to help us. 


“Armscor is terrified that new people and companies 
will be named if we give evidence. That would drag in 
top politicians and executives from companies right 
across the country.” 


Mr Ivy, an electrical engineer and missile expert, was the 
link between the fledgling South African missile industry 
and International Signal and Control Corporation (ISC), 
whose crimes against US customs and export laws 
included using Fuchs Electronics as a conduit to sell 
155mm artillery air-burst fuses to Iraq and Eastern bloc 
countries. 


ISC chief executive James Guerin is serving a 17-year 
jail sentence for similar offences and fraud. 


Mr Ivy 1s alleged to have been involved in boosting the 
ISC order book. The corporation’s business with South 
Africa was worth about $15-million (R52.5 million 
[rands]) a year from the late 70s to the mid-80s. 
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Mr Guerin used a front company called Gamma, oper- 
ating from near Kennedy airport in New York, to handle 
weekly shipments of secret equipment on board South 
African Airways 747s. 


The cargoes included state-of-the-art missile testing 
equipment otherwise unavailable to Armscor. 


Mi Ivy is expected to argue that his defiance of export 
controls was done with the connivance of the US Central 
Intelligence Agency. 


The CIA turned a blind eye to the illegal trade because 
Mr Ivy was feeding ihem with vital information about 
South African military development, including the 
nuclear weapons project which was shut down in 1992. 


However, the CIA operation was in defiance of a 1977 
order by President Jimmy Carter halting intelligence and 
material co-operation with South Africa’s apartheid 


regime. 
Armscor is paying Mr Ivy’s defence costs. 


South African Press Review for 12 Mar 
MB1203 160695 


(FBIS Editorial Report] 


RAPPORT 


‘Drastic Measures’ Needed in Budget—“‘On Wednesday 
[15 March], South Africa reaches a historical milestone 
when the government of national unity tables its first 
real budget in Parliament under the new political dispen- 
sation,” begins a page 20 editorial in the Johannesburg 
RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 12 March. “Finance Min- 
ister Chris Liebenberg’s budget will be judged especially 
according to the list of priorities in the budget. On one 
hand, the government has to deal with a shortage of 
funds, and, on the other, it is faced with the over- 
whelming and glaring needs of the disadvantaged. The 
poor condition of state finances and the economy in 
general is there for everyone to see.” “The country has 
had a negative annual growth rate this decade and has 
had to borrow money to meet its expenditures. The 
country already is living far above its means. The budget 
will show if the government is committed to reducing 
state expenditures and bringing its total expenditures in 
line with its income. If Liebenberg does not announce 
drastic measures on Wednesday to reduce the state’s 
expenditures, then there will be trouble for everyone, 
both rich and poor alike.” “The ANC, as senior partner 
in government, also faces a dilemma with the coming 
budget in reconciling its short-term interests as a polit- 
ical party with the interests of the country as a whole. 
Whatever Liebenberg says, the budget can only be suc- 
cessful if the government states unequivocally that its 
vision is aimed at durable economic recovery rather than 
the polls, even if this proves to be a bitter pill to swallow 
for a large part of its support base.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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SUNDAY TIMES 


Financial Confidence Exceeds Political—‘“The scrap- 
ping of the financial rand tomorrow marks South 
Africa’s first truly important step away from the siege 
economy which developed during the baleful years of 
apartheid,” according to Johannesburg SUNDAY 
TIMES in English in its 12 March editorial on page 20. 
By dropping the financial rand, “the country is signalling 
its confidence in its ability to remain stable, attractive 
and competitive.” “It is in the political arena, however, 
where there is less confidence. Sustained foreign (indeed 
local) investment is dependent on a sense of political 
stability, public honesty, a strong contract culture, good 
law and efficient administration.” Continuing tensions 
between the ANC and the Inkatha Freedom Party and 
the Winnie Mandela controversy undermine political 
confidence. The Winnie Mandela issue is especially 
detrimental, according to the editorial: “She must be 
made to go, either suspended or fired.” 


South African Press Review for 13 Mar 
MB1 303115895 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Regional Effort Needed in Angola—‘“The much quoted 
‘new stability’ of southern Africa glibly ignores the 
bleeding sore” of Angola, says a page-10 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 13 March. 
“Southern Africa should not leave Angola to the UN. 
More than ever before we have a regional responsibility 
to engage not because we favour one or other side but 
because Angola is a potential asset to all of us.” “Ango- 
lan unwillingness” caused earlier regional peace initia- 
tives to fail, the editorial says, but leaders should not 
abandon their efforts to engage National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola leader Jonas Savimbi or 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. “Reaching 
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both will take challenging diplomatic creativity and must 
be done with the muscle of the new regional collectivity.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘More Focus’ Needed in Constitution Process—The 
“open-ended nature” of the constitution-making process 
is one of its biggest flaws, says a page-12 editorial in 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 13 March. 
Completing the constitution by the May 1996 deadline 
will be difficult if the government has to sort through 
“random submissions over hundreds of thousands of 
pages.” “The idea of beginning by asking ‘the people’ to 
state their wishes would be fine if we were merely 
compiling a wish list,” the editorial says. “But we are 
not. And ‘the people’ will certainly be disappointed when 
they discover that the final product is, after all, another 
deal cut between competing political parties.” According 
to the editorial, the Constitutional Assembly should 
have used the interim constitution as “the starting point 
and to amend it as desired.” “A debate which is more 
focused because it revolves around a concrete draft 
would be immeasurably more valuable.” 


SOWETAN 


Government Decision on SAPOHR Praised—‘‘The 
decision by the Government to restrict the activities of 
the South African Prisoners’ Organisation for Human 
Rights (SAPOHR) is not surprising,” begins a page-6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 13 
March. “The SAPOHR seems to think that, by virtue of 
being jailed, prisoners are owed much more by society.” 
The organization’s threat of mass action in the jails if the 
government did not heed its demand for an amnesty 
resolution committee seems to have been “the last 
straw” for the government. “Amnesty is not something 
that prisoners can demand and receive at will. If should 
be granted at the discretion of society—even then not at 
the expense of justice for those who were wronged in the 
first place. Besides, if the SAPOHR gets its way on the 
amnesty issue, who knows where it will stop.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola 


Santos, Nujoma on Implementing Peace Accord 


MB1003 183895 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Namibian President Sam 
Nujoma met with President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
this morning. The meeting took place at 4 February 
International Airport and centered on the Angolan peace 
process. Our correspondent Pedro Manuel was at the 
airport and has further details: 


[Manuel] [Words indistinct] special representative had 
briefed him on the peace process. Nujoma said Namibia 
is ready to participate in the UN Angola Verification 
Mission [Unavem]-3, but is awaiting a formal request 
from the UN secretary general. 


[Begin Nujoma recording, in English with superimposed 
translation into Portuguese] We are ready to participate 
in Unavem-3 if there is a formal request from the UN 
secretary general. Beye told us that the Angolan Govern- 
ment [words indistinct]. He also said that he cor:tacted 
Jonas Savimbi, who expressed the same readiness. I hope 
there are good signs. We hope the Blue Helmets will be 
deployed in Angola soon to monitor the implementation 
of the peace process and the country’s democratization. 
[end recording] 


In turn, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos said the 
peace process is still experiencing an atmosphere of 
tension. Santos said he held talks with Beye yesterday 
because there are problems which concern the govern- 
ment. There was a need to find ways to resolve these 
problems [words indistinct} UNITA must demonstrate 
that it respects the Lusaka accord. 


Santos said the conditions for a meeting with Savimbi 
have not been met. The meeting will only take place 
when there is no tension. 


[Begin recording] [Santos] As you know, there is an 
atmosphere of great tension over the implementation of 
the Lusaka Protocol because of a series of violations. We 
examined ways to solve the problems that concern the 
government today [words indistinct} UNITA, and the 
observers. The meeting centered on defining a period to 
review the behavior of UNITA, in particular, because 1i 
has not been seriously implementing its side of the 
Lusaka Protocol. We also examined the possibility of a 
meeting [words indistinct]. It was felt that the atmo- 
sphere was not suitable. The idea of holding a meeting 
still stands, but it should happen when the atmosphere is 
less tense. In addition, the meeting should be useful to 
consolidating the peace process and the spirit of national 
reconciliation. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. President, you men- 
tioned a review period. Could you explain? 


{Santos} I think the UN secretary general’s report 
(?defined) a period. I think that is a point of reference. 
Meanwhile, I know work is under way at the Joint 
Commission level. 
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[Correspondent] [Words indistinct] report of the UN 
secretary general. There are also reports that the UN 
secretary general sets the [words indistinct] as a condi- 
tion for the arrival of the Blue Helmets. 


[Santos] Well, I deplore that view. I think the arrival of 
the Blue Helmets is one of the UN Security Council's 
most important decisions. It should not be subject to the 
scrupulous implementation of the cease-fire. Although it 
is our firm desire that the cease-fire should be respected 
[words indistinct] be equal desire from UNITA. How- 
ever, the UN peacekeeping forces could motivate both 
the government and UNITA to conform with the Lusaka 
Protocol and prevent new incidents or new violations. 
We have been urging the UN secretary general and the 
permanent members of the UN Security Council to 
eliminate these conditions so that Blue Helmets can 
come as soon as possible. 


[Correspondent] If the condition that Blue Helmets will 
only come if the cease-fire is in effect remains, how will 
the government react? 


[Santos] Well, the government’s stand will continue to be 
the same. It will continue to insist that they come. We 
will also work within the framework of the Joint Com- 
mission [words indistinct] to respect the promises that 
were made and adopt the necessary measures in the field 
to prevent the derailment of the process. 


[Correspondent] What is your opinion of the peace 
process right now? 


[Santos] The peace process is in danger. Just the same, I 
believe there is still political goodwill and the ability to 
bring UNITA cadres who still believe in war to their 
senses and prevent the derailment of the peace process. 
Hard work is needed to achieve this. 


[Correspondent] What sort of danger? 


[Santos] I believe the danger has been identified. 
According to the UNITA president’s assessment, which 
was conveyed to me, the danger lies in the fact that some 
military sectors think that the solution found in Lusaka 
does not satisfy UNITA interests, and thus their objec- 
tive is to have a military solution that would take them to 
victory. We think that attitude is unrealistic. There will 
be no UNITA military victory in Angola. Even within 
UNITA, there are many voices opposed to this tendency 
[words indistinct} to their senses, and those who are 
determined to go for war will end up desisting. [end 
recording] 


Dos Santos: UNITA Elements Endangering Peace 


LD1003133295 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1130 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan peace process is in 
danger: This alert was sounded this morning by Presi- 
dent Eduardo dos Santos at a news conference marking a 
visit to Luanda by the Namibian head of state. The 
Angolan president said that the danger lies in the fact 
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that some sections within UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] are not abiding by the 
Lusaka accords: 


[Begin recording} [Santos] I believe the peace process is 
in danger. However I think there still exists the political 
will and the ability to bring to their senses the UNITA 
cadres still bent on war, and thus prevent the derailment 
of the peace process. This will take a lot of hard work. 


[Correspondent] Where is the threat? 


[Santos] I believe the threat has been identified. In 
accordance with the assessment made by the UNITA 
president himself—as was conveyed to me—the threat 
lies in the fact that some military quarters in UNITA 
take the view that the solution attained in Lusaka does 
noi meet UNITA’s interests and therefore may be 
aiming at victory by military means. [end recording] 


UNITA ‘Fully Committed’ to Peace Process 


MB1103163795 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] is fully com- 
mitted to the Angolan peace process, UNITA External 
Relations Secretary Alcides Sakala yesterday told the 
British press in Bonn, Germany, where he is attending an 
international conference on national reconciliation in 
southern Africa. Alcides Sakala said there was a need for 
a summit meeting between UNITA President Jonas 
Savimbi and Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola chairman. 


Alcides Sakala said there was no hard-line group within 
UNITA, as President Jose Eduardo dos Santos alleged in 
Luanda yesterday. 


[Begin recording] [Alcides] Well, there is no hard-line 
group within UNITA. That is just a phrase used by Mr. 
President Jose Eduardo.dos Santos. We say the process 
must move forward and we came here to reaffirm this 
stand before the international community, especially at 
this conference attended by southern African couiiries’ 
representatives. I soon will leave for Lisbon to reinforce 
this message. Thus, UNITA is fully committed to the 
Angolan peace process—the Lusaka Protocol’s imple- 
mentation. That is our message to the international 
community. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Do you blame the govern- 
ment for this most recent crisis to hit the Angolan peace 
process? 


[Alcides] Well, the truth is that the government is 
preparing an offensive. We have information. Even the 
government delegation here indirectly hinted at that. 
According to the government, this offensive is being 
prepared because the process is not moving forward, 
because someone wanted to create obstacles. 
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[Correspondent] The new deadline for the disengage- 
ment of forces is 16 March. How realistic is this dead- 
line? 


[Alcides] It is realistic because we are committed to the 
process. It is true there are difficulties but all efforts are 
being made. The UN’s Alioune Blondin Beye was in 
Bailundo. I am certain this issue was discussed. What ‘s 
most important above all is a meeting between the two 
leaders. We think this meeting could help to examine in 
depth the existing problems in this process. Thus, a 
meeting between Dr. Savimbi and Mr. Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos should take place as soon as possible. [end 
recording] 


FAA Attacks Reported in Cuanza Su!, Bengo 


MB1103190095 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] While things seem to be on the 
right track at the diplomatic level, the same cannot be 
said at the military level, where government forces 
continue their acts of terror. On 8 March the Angolan 
Armed Forces [FAA] attacked the Quemba area of Ebo 
District, Cuanza Sul Province, killing a National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] soldier 
and his wife and children. According to Region No. ! 
Commander Brigadier Caluta Tangue, the situation in 
the province could worsen if the United Nations does 
not take measures. The UNITA officer said FAA forces 
have been concentrating at Cassange commune in order 
to occupy vast areas administered by UNITA south of 
the Lia River. 


War is also going on in Bengo Province. FAA forces are 
carrying out offensive movements in the province, trying 
to gain military advantages. On 9 March an Mi-8 heli- 
copter bombed Santa Eulalia’s outskirts. The helicopter 
was, however, forced to abandon the area for Mabubas 
after UNITA military forces intervened. What is more, 
trucks are carrying lethal materiel from Mabubas to 
Muchaluando. The last convoy arrived at Muchaluando 
on 8 March. Our correspondent Octavio Mulango also 
revealed that on 7 March, FAA forces attacked UNITA 
forward posts in Nambuangongo for the third time, 
killing two UNITA soldiers and wounding three others. 
The government forces were repulsed, however, leaving 
behind a large quantity of war materiel. 


Government Said ‘Massacring’ Civilians in Uige 


MB1003184095 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[Statement issued by the UNITA Provincial Secretariat 
in Uige on 10 March] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan Government troops 
have been massacring civilians in areas vacated by 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] forces in northern Uige Province. The govern- 
ment forces are also occupying these areas in violation of 
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the agreement reached by the military leadership at the 
Chipipa and Waku Kungo meetings. The UNITA Pro- 
vincial Secretariat in Uige has issued a media statement 
denouncing the violent actions by the government troops 
between 26 February and 7 March. 


1. On 26 February 40 government troops attacked the 
Matude settlement, killing Jorge Sucuata, a UNITA 
militant, and looting property. 


2. At dawn on 3 March government forces, militants, 
and Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
[MPLA] sympathizers from Canje attacked Calungo 
Ward, 10 km from the city of Uige, killing Antonio 
Mateus, a local committee secretary, who was buried at 
1600 [1500 GMT] the same day. UN Angola Verifica- 
tion Mission [Unavem] military observers confirmed the 
incident during a two-hour visit that began at 1000. 
Government forces also abducted a soldier named 
Anibal Zaiau, a son of the local committee secretary who 
was visiting the area. 


3. By 0800 on 7 March government forces, containing 
MPLA militants and sympathizers, again looted the 
houses of some UNITA militants, including Mario 
Daniel Escuta, Almeida Aviao, and Jose Mocambila. 
They also abducted the wife of Jose Bartolomeu, Marta 
Bartolomeu, and seven children, one of whom is two 
weeks old. Five UNITA militants have fled into the bush 
[words indistinct] harassing UNITA sympathizers. 


4. After the two years of war that preceded the Lusaka 
Protocol, which was signed within the UNITA’s frame- 
work of the tolerance, its militants adhered to the party 
guidelines and had learned to coexist with their MPLA 
brothers and patriots [words indistinct] atmosphere of 
tolerance and coexistence among brothers replacing 
manhunt, persecution, intolerance, and the extension of 
Luanda’s 22 January Bloody Friday. 


5. The UNITA provincial secretariat in Uige asks the 
Joint Commission and Unavem to urgently establish 
efficient verification mechanisms so that demilitarized 
areas do not become camps for the persecution, intimi- 
dation, and massacre of civilians. Only the civilian 
population should remain im the wards and villages. 
Government and UNITA forces should be confined in 
army camps or well-defined assembly areas. 


6. We ask the Joint Commission and Unavem to guar- 
antee the return of civilian populations to their homes 
without intimidation from government forces and 
MPLA militants and sympathizers in areas where 
UNITA forces have disengaged. The Angolan people 
want peace through concrete actions, not through mere 
rhetoric. 


[Dated] Sambe Ward, Uige, 10 March 1995. 
[Signed] Provincial Secretary Alapende Proso. 
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Mozambique 


Dhiakama on Presidential Aspirations, Peace 


MB1003210095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2038 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bonn March 10 SAPA— 
Mozambican opposition leader Afonso Dhlakama has 
ruled out a return to civil war, ZIANA [Zimbabwe 
Inter-African News Agency] news agency reported on 
Friday. 


Mr Dhlakama’s Renamo [Mozambique National! Resis- 
tance] movement waged a 16 year armed insurrection 
against the ruling Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation 
Front] government until the signing of a peace accord in 
Rome in 1992. 


In an exclusive interview with ZIANA in Bonn, where he 
is attending an international conference on southern 
Africa, Mr Dhlakama said it was quite possible for him 
to become Mozambique’s next democratically elected 
president 


Mr Dhiakama, who lost to President Joaquim Chissano 
in Mozambique’s first plural and democratic elections in 
October 1994, said that for him the prevailing demo- 
cratic process in his country was irreversible. 


“I am not just a simple general, I am a politician also and 
so I know it is important to maintain peace,” said Mr 
Dhlakama. 


“Since we signed the agreement in 1992, I promised that 
there would be no reason for me to take my AK rifle and 
go back to the bush again.” 


Asked if he still harboured any ambitions for Mozam- 
bique’s highest office, Mr Dhlakama said: ““When I was 
in the bush my goal was not to become president but to 
fight for freedom, democracy, justice and human rights. 


“But I did not win the 1994 elections because they were 
not free and fair. We accepted the result to prevent more 
problems. Since I am still president of Renamo, and if 
the members of my party and our congress continue to 
have confidence in me, I am sure I am going to campaign 
to become president of Mozambique. After all at 42 
years I am still very young.” 


Mr Dhlakama, however, had reservations about some 
aspects of the current political situation in Mozambique. 
He said he was disturbed by the attitude and activities of 
the state police, who he claimed were card-carrying 
Frelimo members who persecuted members of the oppo- 
sition. 


His advice to the Frelimo government, he said, was that 
winning an election did not mean dominating those who 
lost. 


Mr Dhiakama appealed to the Frelimo government to 
speed up the process of integrating about 75,000 ex- 
Frelimo troops and 21,000 former Renamo combatants, 
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demobilised following the 1992 Rome Accord, back into 
society. This would ensure they were not tempted to 
resort to banditry. 


He blamed Frelimo army generals for inv.»lvement in the 
illegal sale of weapons to elements in neigbouring South 
Africa. He said Renamo combatants had been ordered to 
surrender their weapons to the United Nations peace- 
keeping mission and the few had who kept weapons were 
rebels. 


The two-day conference Mr Dhiakama is attending is 
organised by the German non-governmental organisa- 
tion Friederich Erbert Stftung and has as its theme 
“Southern Africa From Confrontation to Dialogue and 
Peaceful Development”. 


Other participants include government ministers, oppo- 
sition and trade union leaders from Botswana, Zambia, 
Angola, Namibia, Malawi and South Africa. 


Namibia 


Prime Minister on SWAPO, Government (als 


MB1103154095 Windhoek NEW ERA in English 
2-8 Mar 95 pp 11-12 


[Interview with Prime Minister Hage Geingob by corre- 
spondent Lauren Dobell; place and date not given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Q: Prime Minister, the past five 
years have seen the steady consolidation of SWAPO’s 
[South-West African People’s Organization] hold on the 
reigns of government from 57 percent of the vote in 
1989, to 67 per cent in the Regional and Local elections 
of 1992, to 72.72 percent in the recent general elections. 
To what do you attribute this trend? 


A: Firstly, contrary to what is often alleged, the govern- 
ment has been in touch with the people to explain its 
activities. 

Second, the peace and tranquillity is appreciated by 
those who suffered most, especially the people in the 
North who were used to Casspirs running across their 
mealie fields. They couldn’t walk around in the evenings. 
When I first came back, in June 1989, and went to the 
North, we had to have my rally at 10 a.m., so that people 
could walk back while it was still day-time. Now, people 
are free, they feel it. The SWAPO government brought 
that freedom. And that is the point critics miss. They 
don’t realise how much these people appreciate this 
independence. They were oppressed and really brutal- 
ised. That is no longer the case. 


All over the country some leaders want to appeal tc tribal 
sentiments. We, on the other hand, keep telling our 
people we want to build a Namibian nation. Everywhere 
we go we talk about building a Namibian nation, 
warning against tribalism, warning against tribal con- 
flicts, how dangerous they are, how they impede any 
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development. People see this daily. They saw the hor- 
rible pictures of what was happening in Rwanda, and 
they know SWAPO is telling them the truth. 


We also try to tell the people what we intend to do with 
respect to development, and seek their input. SWAPO 
travels all over the country. The planes were bought for 
this purpose. I have been travelling all over the country, 
and when I go on these trips I don’t call on people like 
chiefs to come to the region’s capital, but go to their 
villages and sit with people in their huts. Unheard of, 
people say, for a prime minister to visit people like that 
and listen to them. And I don’t address them. I don’t 
make a party statement. I just tell them “this is an 
administrative trip and I’m here to listen and to take 
advice from you.” 


People talk, and we take copious notes, and then I 
answer questions. In Opuwo, last year, I was standing for 
five hours in the sun, until I almost gave up, and had to 
tell them I was old and needed to sit down. I made a joke 
of it, but I was blacking out, so, my wife gave me some 
fruit juice and that helped, and while the elders were 
making long statements, I recuperated at ease. 


People like to feel “ya, 1 told the Prime Minister off.” 
This is what we are doing to be in touch with the people. 


And when I come back that report is iabled to Cabinet. 
Line ministries are charged with following up, to take 
action. Of course where we have failed I will admit we 
haven’t done well, out that we hope to do better in the 
future. We’re honest with them. We're closer to the 
people than it seems to the media. Maybe, the media is 
looking for mistakes and, therefore, thinks we are not in 
touch with the people. They don’t travel with us they 
don’t follow us. They are working on the assumption that 
to be in government is to be unpopular, after a given 
time. And they are now shocked “how can SWAPO be in 
power after five years and still be popular?” But that’s 
their problem, not ours. 


People still suppori us, after all, the alternative is not 
there. The opposition is seen to oppose us for the sake of 
opposing, not giving credit where credit is due, not 
admitting that the situation was very bad when we came 
in. Now, the people are politicised in this country, and 
the opposition is losing its credibility with them. Of 
course, there are lots of things to criticise. Nobody says 
they shouldn’t criticise. But the way they [criticize] 
shows they don’t do their homework! They sound very 
hollow when they criticise, and everybody dismisses 
them. They deal tangential, negative issues, and when I 
respond with fact, the people see my point, theirs. The 
opposition also likes to equate itself with opposition 
parties in countries where the incumbents are unpopular 
and opposition party sweeps into power. But, they are 
not those opposition parties, and are not those incum- 
bents. People are not tired of us, not yet, at least. That is 
the difference. In our actions people see purpose, they 
see we are moving. 
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Hope is very important. We are giving them that hope. 
Any government that doesn’t give people hope to live by 
is a useless government. We kindle their hope. That is 
what leadership is all about. 


I am not saying that we have not delivered the goods. If 
you see our economic performance, in spite of what we 
inherited and in spite of the global recession of the early 
1990s, we have done rather well. In the last five years, we 
have had a positive growth rate in four years. The 
average growth, although it is small, has been over 2 per 
cent over the five years. That is not bad management. 
And don’t forget that we had inherited an enormous 
socia! deficit, for example, in education, health, and on. 
The situation has improved on the fronts. 


The opposition /4« even failed to find fault in the 
additional budge’ that was recently tabled in the parlia- 
ment. As they cannot find anything to criticise, they 
claim that the figures have been juggled and are calling 
our Finance Minister a “witch doctor” for having 
“manipulated” the budget. This is the level of criticism. 
Clearly, we are disarming everybody. 


On reducing the social deficit, if you take the immuni- 
sation programme, it’s coverage has more than doubled. 
Infant mortality rates are going down. Small villages are 
being touched by clinics. These are visible things. They 
are not perfect, they are not the way we would like to see 
them at the end, but it’s tangible proof of government’s 
attempts to reduce the social deficit. 


During the (1992) drought, I was the chairman of the 
emergency drought relief committee, and not a single 
person died, because everyone of us, from the President 
down, showed our interest and our concern by being 
there. These are all things that count. 


There are lots of areas in which we've failed. We have 
not created employment fast enough, that’s a big 
problem. The crime rate is going up, that’s true. But if 
you are going to act without analysing why the crime rate 
is going up if you just say “the SWAPO government is 
creating that,” no one is going to believe you. You should 
say crime stems from this and this factor, and these are 
the things we should do. Then, people will listen to you. 


Though crime figures are not as bad as they are made out 
to be, we should refrain from comparing our crime 
figures with those of others and saying: “Oh, we are 
OK.” No we don’t want to be nd best. We know the 
source of crime. We canno e symptoms before 
treating the cancer. We mus the basic economic 
question, the poverty question. hen a person does not 
have a job and cannot feed his children, he is tempted to 
steal. I am not saying that all the people who are stealing 
are doing it for that reason. 


The solution lies in creating jobs. We need to ensure 
continued peace and tranquillity, to attract invesiors. 
They are not coming as fast as we would like because we 
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are second best to South Africa. We can’t deny that. We 
have to be very realistic and package ourselves according 
to our size. 


We, as a small country, must package ourselves in a 
small but attractive package, and sell it. We are trying to 
reactivate the economy, so as to produce jobs and 
encourage self-employment and small scale industries. 
People must also change their attitude. They think that 
to be employed is to sit in an office with a tie, like I'm 
sitting here, and have a big business. That’s not how 
— are employed all over the world, especially in 
Africa. 


Self-employment is what makes Asia tick. Therefore, our 
Namibian Development Corporation [NDC], with the 
help of UNIDO [United Nations Industrial Develop- 
ment Organization], is trying to promote small-scale 
industries. That will be a long-term solution as govern- 
ment cannot employ everybody. 


At the moment government is the biggest employer, but 
that is not healthy. We must reduce the size of our public 
service, and people must understand that. The private 
sector can help, but it is there to make a profit. Private 
investors do not go where they will not make a profit. So, 
to improve the investment climate we must provide 
training, especially in business management. That we are 
doing with ordinary people, so that they can have their 
own small- scale businesses. There are also loans pro- 
vided for that—venture capital by the NDC. This, of 
course, has to be seen in a long-term perspective. One 
cannot achieve transformation overnight. But we need 
peace before moving towards economic transformation. 
The government is moving in the right direction, people 
are saying: “Give them room to fulfill their promises.” 


Q: These are the second national elections to be held in 
Namibia using a system of proportional representation. 
Have the benefits of this system outweighed the costs? 


A: The system of proportional representation ensures 
that no vote is lost. Every vote counts. In a single 
member constituency system, a candidate can win with a 
minority of the votes, and all others are lost. Even if a 
person wins with 51 per cent, and the other has 49 per 
cent, the 49 per cent is ignored. But the proportional 
system recognises that those votes are important, that 
the person has support, and it must be recognised. The 
system is really meant to help the small parties, so that 
democracy is retained. That’s why when people were 
shouting that “SWAPO will get two-thirds and it will be 
the end of democracy and the multi-party system,” it was 
an example of their focus on red-herring issues. In the 
system of proportional representation, the opposition 
will always get seats and a multi-party parliament will 
always be ensured. You even saw them get free seats. To 
earn a seat, parties needed 6,800 votes, but MAG [Mon- 
itor Action Group], UDF [United Democratic Front] 
and the DCN [Democratic Coalition of Namibia] each 
picked up a seat with less than that. Two of these parties 
would not otherwise have been represented at all in 
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parliament, and the UDF would only have had one seat. 
Three extra people came into parliament. Multi-party 
democracy is guaranteed by this system. 


Q: Given that members of parliament in Namibia are 
elected on the basis of proportional representation the 
process through which they are selected by the party is 
very important. Could you describe its process employed 
by SWAPO to choose its 72 candidates for parliament 
and in particular the significance of the President’s 
nominees for the first 32 positions on the list? 


A: The selection of the party list is important. The party 
is required, in any way it chooses, to draw up a list of 72 
candidates. There are no regulations about how a party is 
required to do this. And, of course, the list is arranged in 
order of preference. In our case, we thought it would be 
good to have some semblance of competition, of people 
being elected, some semblance of order in how we draw 
up that list. These are the conditions we set ourselves, the 
constitution does not require it. The president could 
have drafted the list alone, there would have been no 
problem with that. But we thought there should be sume 
sort of elections, to allow the regions to get involved. 


A few years ago, we had a SWAPO Congress. At that 
Congress, the current Central Committee was elected, 
and they still have legitimacy. So, it was argued, they 
must be automatic delegates to the electoral college, to 
which would be added a pool of names from the regions. 
Then from that pool, delegates sent to the electoral 
college would elect 72 candidates. But then it was 
said,the President will be elected separately, and he will 
have to have a Cabinet composed of people with whom 
he would have to work. And it was felt that if you just 
had elections, people whom you may think are good may 
lose. Therefore, the president was asked to draw up his 
own list of 32 candidates . Out of that list he must be 
able—not today, because Cabinet is only 18 people, but 
even tomiorrow—to select people from there. In the past, 
we used to pull out someone from parliament to become 
a minister, but we want people who are elected to remain 
in parliament, unless they resign on their own. 


So, there is a leeway—the +2, plus the whole list of 40, 
from which the President can choose and form his 
Cabinet. That is the significance of the President’s 
nominees on the list. We didn’t have to go through all 
that—that was our own idea of trying to have democracy 
in the party, to have accountability so that people don’t 
just sit and think: “I'll be on the party list so I am OK.” 


I must tell you that the process is good for democracy. It 
is also a humbling experience. The President and Prime 
Minister wait on the floor, while small boys take over. To 
humble excellencies and honourable is also good, in the 
long-run. 


It’s good that people stand and be elected. When you are 
elected, you also feel that you are there in your own right. 


Q: Was that a concern at all—that people on the Presi- 
dent’s list would feel that they didn’t have a sense of their 
support within the party? 
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A: Well, not really. The people who are there cannot be 
questioned. They were going to win anyway. But the 
point is in the long-run, when we become old and 
unpopular, we cannot always count on support in the 
party. People are going to talk even now, they will say 
that about the whole list too. 


Q: So, the next time a party list is chosen, there may be 
fewer people selected t-’ the president? 


A: Or maybe none. It’s an evolving situation. But you see 
if it’s done that way, we will have to have a campaign 
period like the Americans. It would be unfair for a 
person to be exposed to people who don’t know him. It 
would be gocd that the persor be given an opportunity to 
campaign all over the country. But, if you say people 
must be elected, the candidates must compete, on a 
platform, be given six months, a year, to go around the 
country and sell themselves. That is the time that we’re 
going to vote on issues. At the moment we are still 
dealing with party loyalty. 


Q: That’s my next question, in fact. Representatives that 
I’ve interviewed from all the political parties have sug- 
gested that this election was fought more on the basis of 
history than of policy. You would say there is some 
fairness in that assessment still? 


A: Yes, there is some fairness; but it can be exaggerated. 
The NEW ERA was the only newspaper to go around to 
all the regions before the elections and ask people what 
they thought. I was very much struck by the answers 
people gave. They didn’t say “I am going to vote for Sam 
Nujoma,” but “I’m going to vote for the candidate who 
is going to do these things.” The other papers should 
have done that. They are not doing their job. Because 
they too could be encouraging people to talk about 
issues. Having read what the people said in NEW ERA 
newspaper, I can go to the regions and say: “I know your 
concerns.” 


So, it’s true that people didn’t vote for issues, as they all 
say, but they are talking about issues. The debates we had 
didn’t engender much discussion, because the modera- 
tors didn’t know what to do. I complained to them, told 
them they should be asking questions, not just having 
people talk and the others reacting. Ask people—“what 
are you going to do?” The last debate was the only one 
where the journalists were asking pointed questions to 
the panelists, and the discussion became more mean- 
ingful. The media could have generated more issue 
related election coverage, but they didn’t. They’re just 
talking about issues, now. 


With respect to party loyalty—it doesn’t just come out of 
the blue, it is nurtured. It is built over the years . You 
grow up in the party—like me, I grew up in SWAPO, I 
don’t see how I can be outside SWAPO. I am SWAPO. 
People are talking against party loyalty because they 
don’t care. They could, today, be in SWAPO, tomorrow 
in SWANU [South-West African National Union}— 
there are people like that. But there are people who are 
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committed, who struggled, who stood with SWAPO 
through thick and thin. And they are loyal to the party. 
What is wrong with that? Within that, you can generate 
issues. And we do have manifestos, we do have issues. 
Look at the Western countries—it’s personalities there 
too. It’s a TV campaign—how much time on TV you 
have, how much money. And we do have issues— 
poverty, peace. We are saying we brought about peace— 
that’s an issue. We are saying we are going to develop 
this country, electrify rural areas—people sre that; tliese 
are issues. We are saying we are going to unify the 
Namibian people - nation-building that’s a big issue. We 
accuse others of tribalism and say they will destroy the 
country—those are issues. Economic growth, invest- 
ment, what we have done so far—but ‘he press is not 
interested in these issues, they were not interested in the 
rallies. They just said these were boring elections. That’s 
their problem. We were addressing rallies, . had fun. 


Q: Of course, talking to the other parties about the 
absence of issues, one has to bear in mind that SWAPO 
was the only party to produce a manifesto of any 
substance. So, it’s hard to choose among parties on the 
basis of issues. could you describe briefly the process of 
drafting SWAPO’s Manifesto. How were the issues 
chosen and the content determined ? 


A: There was a sub-committee of the SWAPO National 
Elections Committee (SNEC) (drawn from SWAPO’s 
Central Committee), which I was chairing, with Pen- 
dukeni Ithana (Minister of Youth and Sport), and Hel- 
muth Angula (Minister of Fisheries). We were the 
Manifesto Committee. We drew up the issues, then 
submitted it to the SNEC. It was also sent to the regions 
for comments and input. Not too much, but they had a 
chance to make an input. Then the Central Committee 
was Called to have a look at it and approve it. 


Q: What sort of amendments did the regions propose? 


A: Mostly regional issues. The regions want more power, 
the decentralisation of responsibilities. This issue came 
up wherever we travelled. But what we replied was that 
our constitution provides for a unitary state—we’re not a 
federal system. We must not confuse those powers given 
to regions in a federal system with those given in a 
unitary state. Here, it will be the delegation of powers— 
we're agreed to that—but noi the wholesale decentrali- 
sation as in South Africa, which is a federal state. They 
had to amend the constitution to bring Buthelezi on 
board. We will, for administrative reasons, decentralise 
of course, and for that reason we want regional input—it 
is our belief that decision- making is a bottom-up pro- 
cess. The regions must be given some money and its 
governors some powers, and that’s what we’re going to 
do, but within the constitution. And of course, there may 
be some amendments, given this discussion, to the Local 
Authorities Act. 


Q: Within the drafting committee were there any 
debates, any interesting discussions regarding the choice 
of issues, for example? 
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A. Within the drafting committee, no, but when it came 
to the inputs of trade unions, and when it went to the 
Central Committee and the Pol::Suro—yes, there were 
lots of debates. Contrary to what some may believe, 
within SWAPO there is always debate. Even in the bush, 
we sometimes used to sit up all night and debate things. 


We don’t have a way maybe to invite the press to come 
and see us shouting at each other—that’s the problem. 
That’s our way of doing things. 


Q: Was there any logistical support from outside? 
A: No. 


Q: OK. Here’s your chance to address the factors which 
have been identified as potential threats to democracy. 
The first is a concern with what are interpreted as signs 
of a growing political apathy among the Namibian 
electorate—that fewer people registered to vote in this 
election than in 1989, and that of those, a smaller 
proportion voted. 


A: I would have thought the critics would have corrected 
themselves. What they were predicting before the elec- 
tions didn’t take place. They were saying people were 
going to vote by abstention against the government. But 
we got a 76 per cent turnout—that’s high. 


Q: But overall, I think there were about 200,000 fewer 
people voting. 


A: Well, in 1989, South Africans were voting too, but it 
is only a pessimistic person who would put too much 
emphasis on that. The lineups were long. I went to 
Katutura to see them—they were miles long. 


Q: So, the drops from 90 per cent of the registered voters 
to 76 per cent is just the difference between indepen- 
dence elections and... 


A: Those were independence elections, freedom versus 
slavery. People are saying: “Now I am free,” and many 
also are saying: ““Why should I vote again—I already 
voted for you.” That’s the African mentality—you only 
vote once. We have to go and tell people: “No, you have 
to keep on voting, our constitution says so.” So, on the 
contrary, I’m very much impressed with the turnout. 
And I want the journalists to acknowledge this and say: 
“no, we were wrong, apparently. There is still enthu- 
siasm in Namibia.” Seventy-six per cent is excellent. 
When other democracies replicate that I will say we have 
failed. You can come back and tell me when an estab- 
lished democracy has replicated that. 


Q: The second concern that crops up go that the votes are 
still falling broadly along ethnic lines. 


A: Yes, but this tends to be a charge levelled only at 
SWAPO. Where are the white votes? If you look at 
Windhoek East, Windhoek West, in their attempt to 
prevent SWAPO from getting two-thirds of the vote, 
white people voted en-masse for the DTA [Democratic 
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Turnhalle Alliance]. Is that not ethnic voting? Attrib- 
uting this only to SWAPO is nonsense. The UDF—the 
Damaras vote for them, that’s why they only get two 
seats—that’s ethnic too. Their leader is a chief of an 
ethnic group. Look at our party list. Who is on the top of 
the list? Witbooi. Number two, Garoeb. Number three, 
Geingob. Number four, Tjitendero. Number five, 
Pohamba. Number six, Gurirab. Where do you have 
other parties with that kind of a list? DTA had some- 
thing, yes, but other parties appeal to their own tribes. 


People are voting for SWAPO. But, if you look at the 
results overall, they will be translated as ethnic. In 
European countries, of course, one talks about regional 
votes, but what are regions if not advanced ethnic 
representation? And if SWAPO only go Owambo votes, 
what happened in Caprivi? There are no Owambos 
there. If the vote is ethnic, why would Owambos vote for 
a Witbooi-led party? Witbooi is Damara, Garoeb is 
Damara, I am Damara, Tjitendero is Herero. If it was 
ethnic, they would say “these are not my people, | am not 
going to vote for them.” I am not denying ethnicity. But 
we should not emphasise it too much when we lose. 


You see, one thing Africans are known for is not 
accepting results. No one in Africa, for example, used to 
die of natural causes. If you die, you must have been 
bewitched by someone. Equaily, in elections, Africans 
feel that you don’t just lose elections. But democracy, 
which presupposes regular, multi-party elections, also 
presupposes a winner and a loser. You can’t all be 
winners. 


Let’s go to the crux of the matter—do you think Muy- 
ongo could have beaten Sam Nujoma by any stretch of 
the imagination? He should have known better than 
anyone. So, why should he now try to blemish, put a blot 
on our elections, which in our fledgling democracy, we 
have done by ourselves. Why would a patriotic person 
bring these into question, just because he lost? He would 
have lost anyway, under any conditions. To now allege 
fraud is the Savimbi syndrome. In the area where the 
question mark is, fraud will be investigated. Look at the 
United States, which had elections in November. The 
results in two states were questioned. You didn’t nullify 
the elections because of that. 


There were problems, the Electoral Commission was 
inexperienced. You have to get used to these things. It 
was the first time Namibians were in charge, and as a 
founding father I am proud of that. That’s where patri- 
Otism comes in—not in destroying what is admirable 
because one didn’t win. 


Q: And the third concern, the disappearance of the 
opposition? 


A: Let them go (chuckle). No, seriously. People always 
talk about the end of the opposition. Maybe, they should 
say the end of the DTA. But the opposition is always 
going to be there. It is guaranteed in the constitution. 
The numbers will vary. In this past parliament, the 
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opposition was the biggest in Africa. We only had a 
majority of ten seats. We had 41 and the opposition had 
31. The Speaker doesn’t participate, so there were only 9 
votes difference. What impact did they make? Helen 
Suzman was a lone opposition member for decaces—but 
her impaci in the South African parliament. I was in 
exile, but we used to hear of her contributions. It’s a 
question of quality. 


Q: So, you think their diminished numbers might force 
them to be a little more effective? 


A: They could be. But you have people who have just 
been sitting there, who have not said anything for five 
years, who are getting paid for nothing. When he asks a 
question, it is based on what he’s read and has a problem 
with. There are others who just talk nonsense, they might 
as well not be there. So, some of these parties may 
disappear, but the opposition will remain—the constitu- 
tion provides for proportional representation, unless we 
change that. And a better quality opposition will come 
up, we hope. So, there may be two or three people on the 
other side—as you say in Botswana, where all of a 
sudden the numbers are going up. 


Q: When do you think that will happen? 


A: Never! (chuckle) No, it’s possible, but there will be a 
SWAPO government for the foreseeable future, that I 
can tell you. Because we don’t sit on our laurels. We 
don’t think: ““We have support and, therefore, we don’t 
have to do anything.” We are working hard. 


Swaziland 


‘Hundreds’ Join Trade Union Strike in Mbabane 


MB1303111295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1049 
GMT 13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane March 13 SAPA— 
Hundreds of striking workers and schoolchildren gath- 
ered in the main street of Swaziland’s capital Mbabane 
on Monday morning as the Kingdom’s largest-ever 
national strike paralysed commercial activity. 


Witnesses said police fired teargas at the toyi-toying 
[protest dancing] crowd in central Mbabane. 


Journalists in Mbabane said striking workers, apparently 
being led by opposition activists, were arriving from the 
commercial capital Manzini to join protesters in 
Mbabane. 


Shops and offices were closed in Mbabane and Manzini 
and, according to one source contacted by phone, 
““Nobody is working”. 


The national strike was called by the Swaziland Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions to back a series of demands put to 
the government, including for legislation to allow courts 
to order the re-instatement of dismissed workers. 
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Worker Demands Viewed 


MB1303114495 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 1055 GMT 13 Mar 95 


[From the “News Wrap” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer] Workers at 
Mbabane, in Swazilan? have embai ed on a mass 
stayaway from work in response to a cab. by the Swazi- 
land Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU]. The federa- 
tion wants the government to address a list of 27 
workers’ demands that have been on the ,overnment’s 
table for more than a year. Our correspondent, Tom 
Holloway, is on the line. Tom, why has the government 
waited so long to address these demands? 


[Holloway] Well, Minister of Labor Albert Shabangu has 
repeatedly told the workers that he’s doing his best to 
address them, but many of these demands would require 
legislative changes and also many of the demands don’t 
come under the government’s book. They are matters to 
do with the different employers. But the government— 
even today, Albert Shabangu appealed to the workers to 
go to work and also assured them that the government is 
doing its best. 


[Announcer] Tom, could you isolate some specific 
demands in that list? 


[Holloway] Many of them concern the relatively low 
minimum wage level and conditions of service, which 
here are backed up by the industrial laws according 
to—you know—the law says that these are the minimum 
demands and the workers want the law changed, so these 
minimum levels are raised. 


[Announcer] How powerful is the Swaziland Federation 
of Trade Unions? What's their membership like? 


[Holloway] I don’t know about numbers, but they are 
very, very powerful, because they have got all the work 
force behind them, and they've also got the support of 
the illegal political movements in the country, in partic- 
ular Pudemo [People’s United Democratic Movement], 
and what is said to be their youth wing, the Swaziland 
Youth Congress, and other illegal movements. They are 
all backing the SFTU’s demands, because they them- 
selves, from their point of view, they want to change 
government. They want multipart; rule. So this is the 
trouble today. The situation which has developed here in 
Mbabane and elsewhere in the country has obviously 
been hijacked by the political elements. 


Stayaway Paralyzes Businesses 
MB1303164095 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network in 
English 1600 GMT 13 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The mass stayaway called by 
the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions, SFTU, 
today, brought businesses to a complete halt country- 
wide. The strike continued even after a court order 
which restrained the union from engaging in strike 
action. 
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In Mbabane every shop was closed, and some others 
were broken into. The buses and taxis were stopped from 
transporting pass ‘ngers, and the bus rank was clean. Not 
even a sitigle bus 01 taxi was seen. 


Reports from other towns 27* the same. Everything was 
shut down, and a lot of daniages were reported. Armed 
police forces tried to cool down the situation, and even 
shot tear gas to control the unruly crowd while awaiting 
a court ruling. 


In Pigg’s Peak it is reported that a bakery was attacked, 
and the people helped themselves with the bread, but no 
one was hurt. At Matsapha Industrial Site the people on 
strike were forcing everyone out of work, while at Coca 
Cola Company they entered the industry and helped 
themselves with the drinks. The looting continued all 
over the country. 


The road traffic was jammed, and cars were forced to use 
alternative routes. There was virtually no business today. 
it is not known whether the strike will continue 
tomorrow or not, since the federation has called for an 


urgent meeting tonight. 


Parliament Appoints Committee 


MB1303165895 Mbabane Radio Swazilar:d Network in 
English 1600 GMT 13 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Parliament has appointed a 
special select committee to look into the strike crisis. The 
committee was formed in the afternoon today and is 
going to work throughout the night in a bid to arrest and 
contain the crisis. The committee is made up of Mgabhi 
Dlamini, Phatumuzi Patson Khumalo, Musa Nkambule, 
Dumisane Masango, and Musa Fakudze. It is going to 
work independently of the government. It will interview 
both government officials and leaders of the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions. 


The committee was formed after the prime minister, 
Prince Mbilini, and the minister of labor, Minister 
Albert Shabangu, had made statements updating mem- 
bers of Parliament about the union’s 27 demands. 


The prime minister asked workers to refrain from the 
destructive strike, saying his government was taking 
every necessary step to see to it that all the 27 demands 
are tackled. He said some of them are legal issues, which 
can be worked out in Parliament after he had piloted a 
bill. Others, such as the holiday of | May, have been 
granted, while others should be solved in places of 
employment. 


The minister of labor and public service told Parliament 
that the issue was being attended to by a task force. 
New Finance Minister Discusses Deficit, Plans 


MB1203164595 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 12 Mar 95 
pp 14, 15 


[Report by Sabelo Dlamini] 


Th‘s report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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[FBIS Transcribed Twxt} Good politics, once said an 
American, is all abowsi not being too far left or far right 
but far-sighted. 


At a time when the ‘Vurid recession is stinging deeply 
into the economies of the Third World countries, we 
dearly need far-sighted politicians. 


Swaziland cannot be exempted from the strained world 
economies as the budget for the year 1195/96 revealed 
some serious setbacks that might throw the country into 
disarray. 


It is in this light that much focus has been thrown into 
the Ministry of Finarce to controi the country’s expen- 
diture at the height of a looming disaster. 


Swaziland’s Mi:.1stry of Finance is under a new broom 
following the sacking of Mr Isaac Shabangu last week, a 
day after he had delivered the budget speech. 


The new man in the steering wheel is Dr Derek von 
Wissel, an old horse in Swazi politics. Dr von Wissel has 
served in a number of ministries in the past. 


He isn’t mincing any words that without immediate 
measures to return the budget to a balanced state, 
Swaziland is heading for the doldrums. 


He believes some unpopular decisions have to be taken 
to bring things back to control. “I have no illusion of the 
enormity of the task given to me. I have already been 
briefed on some of the problems that ,equire action,” he 


says. 


“Often, these actions might not be popular but then I 
was not put here to be popular but to perform a task 
which I will do to the best of my ability.” 


Speaking about his immediate priorities Von Wissel 
says: “In the medium term it will be to return the budget 
to a balanced state. This can be done in two ways, that is 
to increase income to government through economic 
activity and to decrease expenditure by government 
particularly on recurrent expenditure.” 


The deficit is Swaziland’s biggest worry right now, and 
Von Wissel has the task of tackling it. On that point he 
says: “A deficit occurs when you spend more than your 
income. There are two kinds of deficits, the cyclical and 
structural deficit. 


“A cyclical deficit is a bad phase that is followed by a 
good phase. It swings as the economy surges and slows 
down cyclically. A structural deficit is independent of a 
surge of economy. In Swaziland we are experiencing a 
structural deficit. 


“In other words we have to correct our structure. We can 
only achieve structural change by changing something in 
the structure of government. You may ask how we can 
finance a deficit. We can use savings. In the past we have 
been using them but we no longer have them. 
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“If the deficit is allowed to ceatinue, our savings will 
completely run out, spending on capital projects would 
seize, tax wou'd rise and there could be very large 
retrenchments. That is what we have to avoid.” 


The minister says the specific way of reducing the deficit 
would be to increase income, which could be done by 
using a more efficient way of collecting tax and 
expanding the tax-payer’s base. 


There is also a need to try and gain investor confidence, 
increase job creation and economic activity among locals 
like promotion of small businesses. 


“The economy of Swaziland is small but well diversified 
in terms of manufacturing, production and services. I am 
convinced that we need both large and small investors in 
our economy,” he says. 


The minister says it is the large companies who very 
often provide a market for the small investors. In this 
light, the minister says, there is a need to look at 
strategies to stimulate activity and increase income to 
government while at the same time increase efficiency in 
collecting taxes. 


On the sectors that need urgent attention to minimise the 
deficit, the ininister says: ““To have an economy grow 
you have to spend on capital development. That is 
reflected on capital budget. The capital you spend cre- 
ates infrastructure on which the economy will grow. 


“In our case, we have to pay our recurrent expenditures 
and spend on capital, bearing in mind that we only 
control 50 percent of our economy because the other half 
comes from the South African Customs Union. 


“We can only influence one half, given that we have 
spent the recurrent and only ft [as published] with 
capital. Recurrent has been rising too fast as a propor- 
tion of our income. Our first obligation has to be to stop 
growth in recurrent expenditure.” 


It has been widely felt that too much money has been 
spent on unnecessary expenditure like the purchase of 
the Fokker 100. The Minister, on his point, says there are 
many activities undertaken by the government in the 
past which he will be looking closely into. 


“I see myself as a custodian of the tax-payers’ interest 
and I will endeavour to spend tax-payers’ money respon- 
sibly as possible,” he says. 


There is also the problem of the civil service being too 
big. To this the minister says: “Within our recurrent 
expenditure the area of big concern has been growth in 
cost of personnel to a point where it has reached over 45 
percent of our revenue which is 5 percent above the IMF 
accepted norm.” 


The minister says over the next couple of years the figure 
will have to be reduced. He says the only way to achieve 
this is by reducing the size of the civil service. 
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“I am not implying on retrenchments but on a planned 
reduction with the co-operation of unions on wage 
increases. Ultimately, if we don’t do this, we will find 
ourselves being forced to do it by an outsider. By then, 
measures will be much more harsh.” 


The minister, has however, not yet found time to study 
the Auditor General’s report, which talks about careless 
spending by government. 


“If there is government spending which is careless, I will 
do everything in my power to stop it and bring the 
officers who have made such expenditures to book. 


“As I have said before. I am a custodian of taxpayers’ 
money and will protect tax payers’ interest with what- 
ever powers I have.” 


Zimbabwe 


Opposition Leader Discounts Party Divisions 


MB1003150395 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] With the general election just a 
month away in Zimbabwe, scheduled for the 8th and 9th 
of April, the rival political parties are revving up for their 
electoral campaigns. Last night in Harare, one of the 
main opposition parties, the Forum Party, unveiled its 
manifesto. When it was launched just after the last 
elections, the party looked like staging a strong challenge 
to President Mugabe’s ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African 
National Union- Patriotic Front] Party. Since then, it 
has been plagued by disputes and resignations. So, what 
are the Forum’s chances now? Anna Ombima reports 
from Harare: 


[Ombima] The manifesto was launched at the exclusive 
Harare Sports Club to what must be said was a predom- 
inantly white audience, and herein lies the Forum 
Party’s main obstacle in the forthcoming parliamentary 
elections: that it is seen as a party of the elite. 


But Enock Dumbutshena, the party’s leader and the 
country’s former chief justice, argued on this point that 
this is how they have been portrayed by the government 
and they are making every effort to reach the grass roots, 
particularly in Matabeleland, in the south of the country. 
He is standing as the candidate for Harare central, and 
his main emphasis was on how the economy should be 
run. Zimbabwe, he claimed, needed a modern economy. 
The structural adjustment program was needed, but 
should be introduced swiftly to ensure only a short and 
sharp shock for the people. 


He adinitted that the party was seen as divided, but 
again the blame was put on President Mugabe’s ruling 
party—that they had tried to destabilize the Forum 
Party. He maintains that it was still worth voting for his 
party. 
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[Begin Dumbutshena recording] Even if we do not form 
a government, it is in the interests of the people of this 
country to have an opposition party with credible repre- 
sentatives, an opposition party that can bring into the 
corridors of Parliament the wishes of this people, that 
can criticize with reason the ZANU-PF government. 
[end recording] 


Some other opposition parties have declared that they will 
consider boycotting the elections unless certain constitu- 
tional matters are addressed, but it seems that one of the 
main obstacles facing these elections could be apathy. 
There are those that say that ZANU-PF will win anyway, 
so what is the point? There was also a more political apathy 
from those who feel they are being offered no real choice. 
And for ZANU-PF, who are bound to win, there is the 
problem that some of their own supporters have been 
confused. Many of them have recently voted for the ruling 
party’s candidates in internal primaries and may feel that 
they have voted already. 


Discusses Party Manifesto 


MB1103161495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Time is rapidly running out for 
the Zimbabwe opposition parties to present a credible 
challenge to the ruling ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front] at the polls in next 
month’s general elections. The prediction is that Presi- 
dent Mugabe will score another easy victory. But former 
Justice Minister Enock Dumbutshena has been busy 
getting his Forum Party’s campaign under way. He has 
been launching his manifesto in Harare yesterday and in 
Bulawayo today. On the line, Joan Tall asked Mr. 
Dumbutshena what he thought his Forum Party had to 
offer the electorate. 


[Begin recording] [Dumbutshena] The Forum Party will 
offer Zimbabwe a lot more than the ruling party is 
offering them because the Forum Party has well- 
thought-out policies and strategies for the development 
of the economy of Zimbabwe. 


[Tall] What sort of strategy for the development of the 
economy? 


[Dumbutshena] For instance, on the question of land 
resettlement and land in general, the Forum Party 
believes that instead of congregating the Africans in 
communal areas, it is better for the development of both 
the people and the land to grant titles to communal 
dwellers. This will encourage them to develop their 
properties and it will bring them into the modern 
economy, because they will be able to source money 
from financial institutions using their land as security. 


[Tall] You believe that opposition parties are going to do 
much better this time round. What makes you think 
that? 
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{Dumbutshena] Because of many things that have hap- 
pened. 


[Tall] For example? 


[Dumbutshena] There is mounting unemployment. 
More than 40 percent of the young people who leave our 
high schools are unemployed. There has been a retrench- 
ment of workers and the economic hardships imposed on 
the ordinary people by the policy of economic structural 
adjustments has fallen hard on the Africans and on the 
workers. 


[Tall] If someone were to say that Zimbabweans are just 
safer voting for ZANU-PF next time, that President 
Mugabe has ensured that the country at least has had 
stability since 1980, what would you say to that? 


{[Dumbutshena] That person would be wrong. [end 
recording] 


Opposition Coalition Plans To Boycott Elections 


MB1203155495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Next month’s parliamentary 
elections in Zimbabwe could end up as a one-horse race. 
The eight-party opposition coalition has been calling for 
a constitutional conference as a condition for taking part 
in the polls. One of their main grievances is the ruling 
ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic 
Front] Party’s access to state funds, but the opposition 
also say they have been denied equal access to the 
state-owned media. Today they met to discuss their next 
move. On the line to Harare, Josephine Hazeley asked 
the spokesman for the opposition coalition, Isaac 
Manyemba, if they had made a decision ye:. 


[Begin recording] [Manyemba] Yes, we have decided not 
to take part in the forthcoming general election. 


[Hazeley] Why is that? 


{[Manyemba] We are not actually refusing the idea of 
elections. We would want elections, but what we are 
saying is that the voters’ roll must be redone and all 
interested parties must come together and overhaul the 
Electoral Act in the Constitution in so far as it refers to 
elections, so that we can level the political playing field 
and hold these elections in a democratic environment 
which will produce a clear and accurate indication of the 
decision of the electorate in Zimbabwe in this year of the 
general election. 


[Hazeley] What do you hope to gain, to benefit from 
staying away from the vote? 


[Manyemba] The first thing is that we are not going to 
bless this process which one can hardly call an election, 
which ZANU-PF has decided to call an election. We are 
not going to bless this fraud so that ZANU-PF can 
celebrate our independence on the 18th of April and say 
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that we have had elections, when in actual fact it is a 
fraud. We hope that we are going to push the ruling 
party, we are going to be able to force the ruling party to 
a negotiating table with the opposition parties, and we 
are going to be able to force the ruling party to be able to 
invite foreign monitors because this is one of our 
demands. 


[Hazeley] Do you seriously believe that the government 
of President Mugabe will meet these demands of yours 
before the elections next month? 


{[Manyemba] The only survival of ZANU-PF is now 
hinged on rigging the election and what is lacking is the 
political will on the part of the government. If they were 
willing, what our law says is that for any enactment to be 
changed or an act of Parliament to be changed, all that is 
needed is three readings. You read it in the morning, in 
the afternoon, and in the evening and the law is already 
changed. So it is not a question of time. It is a question 
of willingness on the part of the ruling party, ZANU-PF. 


[Hazeley] Now, you also asked President Mugabe to 
organize a constitutional conference. You wrote to him, 
I understand. Have you got a reply from him yet? 


[Manyemba] Well, he gave a casual reply to us over the 
TV at the airport. The president, Robert Mugabe, said 
that, well, the demand by the opposition parties that 
there be a constitutional conference is the normal non- 
sense that comes from opposition parties who don’t 
know what they are doing. Our response to that is that 
his defense of a dictatorial, socialist-oriented electoral 
system is also the normal nonsense that comes from 
dictators. 


{Hazeley] Suppose the ruling party, ZANU-PF, doesn’t 
heed to your demands for change in the electoral laws. 
What else would you do apart from pulling out. Will you 
launch some form of protest action or campaign or 
something? 


{[Manyemba] We will definitely do that. We will exploit 
every avenue to protest. [end recording] 


Tekere Asks Government To Cancel Apr Elections 


MB1203131995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1246 
GMT 12 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare March 12 SAPA—The 
opposition Zimbabwe Unity Movement (ZUM) Presi- 
dent Mr Edgar Tekere on Sunday called on the govern- 
ment to cancel the April legislative elections, saying they 
are fraught with numerous irregularities, ZIANA [Zim- 
babwe Inter-African News Agency] news agency 


reported. 


Mr Tekere described the current preparations for elec- 
tions as “preparations for yet another monumental 
fraud”. He said ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National 
Union-Patriotic Front] was going to rig the elections as it 
had done in 1990. Mr Tekere said the present Constitu- 
tion and irregularities discovered in the voters roll, 
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coupled with the intended use of civil servants loyal to 
the ruling ZANU-PF as returning officers in the elec- 
tions, provided a recipe for rigging elections. ZANU-PF 
had recruited many teachers and was planning to use 
them as returning officers in the forthcoming elections to 
make rigging possible, he added. 


\ 

Mr Tekere, the former ZANU-PF secretary-general, 
accused President Robert Mugabe of ignoring pleas for 
the removal of some constitutional impediments to the 
holding of free and fair elections in the country. He also 
accused government of producing a voters roll which 
would facilitate the rigging of elections. “I have persis- 
tently said the 1995 elections are no elections at all, but 
a monumental fraud by ZANU-PF. 


“It’s also a significant happening in the sense that it 
demonstrates how the Mugabe regime has not respected 
any rules and people’s rights in choosing who should 
govern them. It’s a regime of deceivers.” 


Included in what Mr Tekere considered irregularities 
were the appearance on the voter’s roll of some people 
who died many years ago and that some voters appeared 
on the roll more than once. Other irregularities, he said, 
were the registration of some voters in a constituency 
they did not live in and that some people had been 
recipients of more than one confirmation card. This 
indicating that there were people who could vote more 
than once, depending on the number of cards they 
received. 


He challenged Mr Mugabe to show respect for the 
people’s rights to democratically elect their government 
by calling off the impending elections until the Consti- 
tution and the voter’s roll were acceptable to all inter- 
ested parties. ““The whole electoral process has started 
off on a very bad note. It’s just another mess up. And I 
am saying to Mugabe, please put your house in order, 
clean up your mind and behave clean. 


“If you (Mugabe) are concerned, you should cancel the 
elections and start afresh to the satisfaction of everybody.” 
On why his party was going to participate in elections 
which it believed would be rigged. Mr Tekere said: “If 
there is to be a thief, there must be someone to steal from. 
So if ZUM does not participate then nobody would be 
available to show the people that ZANU-PF rigs.” 


‘No Comment’ on Armed Groups 


MB1203131895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1236 
GMT 12 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare March 12 SAPA— 
Zimbabwe Unity Movement (ZUM) leader Mr Edgar 
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Tekere on Sunday refused to comment on reports that a 
dissident group loyal to him was preparing to launch an 
attack on Zimbabwe from neighbouring Mozambique 
ahead of the country’s legislative elections, ZIANA 
[Zimbabwe Inter-African News Agency] news agency 
reported. 


“I have no comment on that issue. I want to concentrate 
On more pressing matters. Perhaps in future I may 
comment, but I am not promising,”’ he said. According 
to recent press reports from Mozambique, officials of the 
Mozambican Intelligence Service (SISE) revealed last 
Wednesday [9 March] that three dissident groups had 
been identified and were operating from the central 
Mozambican province of Manica. The three groups were 
said to be planning a co- ordinated effort to invade 
Zimbabwe ahead of the fourth legislative elections 
scheduled for April 8 and 9. 


Two of the dissident groups were said to be loyal to 
ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union] (Ndonga) 
President Rev Ndabaningi Sithole and to former Rho- 
desian leader Mr Ian Smith, and the third to Mr Tekere. 
The SISE official in Manica Province, Mr Mragostino 
Milton was quoted as saying the ZANU (Ndonga) group 
was the largest and most dangerous. 


ZANU Leader Calls Opposition Chief ‘Coward’ 


MB1203195095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1849 
GMT 12 Mar 95 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Bulawayo March 12 SAPA— 
ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union] leader Rev- 
erend Ndabaningi Sithole has called United Party [U?} 
President Bishop Abel Muzorewa a coward for puiling 
out of Zimbabwe’s legislative elections in April, ZIANA 
[Zimbabwe Inter-African News Agency] national news 
agency reported on Sunday. 


Mr Sithole was reacting to newspaper reports that the 
UP had resolved to boycott the elections, citing consti- 
tutional impediments which it claimed made free and 
fair elections impossible. Mr Sithole denied allegations 
that he had a group of armed men in Mozambique who 
were preparing to attack Zimbabwe ahead of the elec- 
tions. 


Last Friday [10 March] press reports from Maputo said 
security officials in Mozambique had warned of three 
groups of armed rebels loyal to Zimbabwe Unity Move- 
ment leader Edgar Tekere, the former Rhodesian Prime 
Minister Ian Smith and Mr Sithole. Mr Sithole said the 
allegations were the ruling ZANU-PF’s [Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic Front] machination to 
discredit his party. 
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Ghana 


Nigerian Officers Seek Asylum, Sent to Benin 


AB1303120595 Paris AFP in English 1132 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Accra, 13 Mar (AFP)—At 
least three Nigerian Army officers have arrived to seek 
political asylum in Ghana following the thwarting of a 
coup plot in Nigeria earlier this month, border officials 
said Monday [13 March]. Officials at the border post of 
Aflao on the Togo border, 170 kilometres (105 miles) 
east of Accra, said the men arrived together early last 
week fearing they would be “picked up for their involve- 
ment in a foiled coup attempt in their country” if they 
stayed in Nigeria. Some officials said there were just 
three officers, but witnesses said there were four who 
were accompanied by a driver. The authorities in Accra 
were contacted and the men were taken to the capital 
under armed escort, they said. 


A senior government official in Accra declined to com- 
ment on the reports, although he confirmed that in a 
separate incident two Nigerian officers seeking asylum 
have been sent back to Benin. 


The chief of staff of Nigeria’s Armed Forces, General 
Abdul Salam Abubakar, last Friday confirmed rumours 
that a coup had been planned for March | and said 29 
officers and civilians had been arrested. [passage 
omitted] 


Kenyans Odongo, Wangamati Seek Asylum 


AB 1003163195 Paris AFP in English 1126 GMT 
10 Mar 95 


{By Ben Ephson] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Accra, 10 March (AFP)—A 
Kenyan accused by his government of plotting to over- 
throw it has taken refuge in Ghana and asked for 
political asylum, a senior Foreign Ministry official said 
here Friday [10 March]. The Kenyan, John Odongo, was 
expelled from Uganda earlier in the week amid a diplo- 
matic row with Kerya, which wanted him extradited to 
stand trial for alleged murder. 


The official confirmed Odongo was in Ghana with a 
Kenyan associate, Patrick Wangamati. Their applica- 
tions for asylum and refugee status were being consid- 
ered in consultation with the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 


Asked whether Odongo would address journalists, a 
Foreign Ministry official stressed he “is under strict 
orders not to talk, at least not for now.” He gave no 
details of his current whereabouts. 


According to immigration officials here, the two men 
arrived from Togo on Wednesday, crossing the border at 
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Aflao, 170 kilometres (105 miles) east of Accra, fol- 
lowing a secret request from the Ugandan authorities last 
week. 


Odongo, self-proclaimed “general’’ of the Uganda-based 
February 18 Movement (FEM) and its “Resistance 
Army”, was expelled by Kampala after Uganda turned 


‘down the Kenyan extradition request, saying there was 


insufficient evidence of the murder allegation. 


Ugandan Foreign Minister Ruhakana Rugunda 
announced Tuesday that Odongo had been deported to 
an unidentified third country “‘to ease the strain that had 
evolved between Kenya and Uganda”. Odongo had 
engaged in activities “incompatible with his refugee 
status,” the minister added, but the Kenyan Govern- 
ment of President Daniel arap Moi declared Wednesday 
that it believed he was still in Uganda. 


Kenyan opposition politicians maintain that the FEM is 
a fiction created by the government to divert attention 
from domestic economic and security problems, but the 
government-owned KENYA TIMES dismissed that 
theory as “laughable”. The paper this week also charged 
that Ugandan regular troops had been to join Odongo in 
his rebellion inside Kenya. [sentence as received] 


Officials here have suggested that Uganda’s approach to 
Ghana may have been facilitated by personal friendship 
between Ghana’s President Jerry Rawlings and Uganda’s 
Yoweri Museveni, as well as Uganda’s agreement just 
over one year ago to send a contingent to the African 
peacekeeping force ECOMOG, which has been in war- 
wracked Liberia since 1990. Rawlings currently chairs 
the Economic Community of West African States (ECO- 
WAS), which sent the force to Monrovia, and has been 
instrumental in ensuring that the Ugandan contingent 
remains in Liberia despite the stalled peace process, 
officials here say. 


In Nairobi on Thursday, the government-owned 
KENYA TIMES alleged that Libyan and North Korean- 
trained instructors were involved with a shadowy guer- 
rilla movement in Uganda, planning to oust Moi’s 


regime. 
Nigeria 


Abacha Cancels Trip to Copenhagen 


AB1003160795 Paris AFP in English 1504 GMT 
10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, 10 Mar (AFP)— 
Nigeria’s Military Government said Friday [10 March] it 
had arrested 29 military officers and civilians accused of 
involvement in a foiled coup plot to overthrow the junta. 
General Abdul Salam Abubakar, the Armed Forces chief 
of staff, speaking at a news conference here, provided the 
first official confirmation of media reports this week that 
soldiers had been arrested in connection with a planned 
coup against Sani Abacha’s junta. 
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‘From the interim report which I have received, I’m now 
in the position to confirm that some military officers and 
civilians had ganged up to organise a coup d’etat against 
the federal military government,” the chief of staff said. 
“The coup was planned for the Ist of March,” he added. 


General Abacha cancelled a planned visit to Copenhagen 
Friday where he was to attend the UN Summit on Social 
Development, his office announced. No reason was 
given for the cancellation. 


General Abubakar did not identify any of the 29 sus- 
pects, saying at this stage it would be premature “to 
mention the names” of the officers and civilians arrested 
in the sweep. He said only that “for the moment, the 
highest grade arrested is the rank of colonel,” in what 
was taken as a hint that more arrests might follow. 
[passage omitted] 


Abubakar said the 29 suspects would appear before a 
committee of enquiry that was “set up to determine to 
what extent those arrested and questioned were impli- 
cated” in the plot. [passage omitted] 


Government Confirms Arrests of Military Officers 


AB1003173695 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
confirmed the arrest of 39 military officers and civilians 
for trying to overthrow the government. The chief of 
defense staff, Major General Abdulsalam Abubakar, who 
announced this in Lagos today at a news conference, 
pointed out that the coup plotters had planned to carry 
out their act on | March. Gen. Abdulsalam said it was 
the vigilance of loyal officers and soldiers in conjunction 
with the Military Intelligence that made it possible to foil 
the coup attempt. He disclosed that an investigation 
panel has already been set up to screen all the arrested 
and those who were actively involved would be 
arraigned before a military tribunal. 


Magazine Editor Arrested 


AB1103175295 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The editor of one of Nigeria’s 
leading news magazine has been arrested. It comes hard 
on the heels of yesterday’s admission by the chief of 
defense staff that 29 people were being held in connec- 
tion with the coup plot. And the editor’s arrest comes 
five days after the first reports of the plot appeared in his 
paper. From Lagos, Sola Odunfa reports: 


[Odunfa] The statement from the publishing company in 
Lagos said that Mr. Bayo Onanuga, editor in chief of 
THE NEWS magazine, was arrested in his office last 
night. The statement said that no reason was given for 
the arrest. Mr. Onanuga has since not been released. 
THE NEWS was one of the two magazines which on 
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Monday [6 March] brought news of the coup plot over 
which some military officers and civilians have been 
arrested. Last night’s arrest and detention of the maga- 
zine’s most senior journalist is likely to be in connection 
with the report. 


The chief of defense staff had said yesterday that the 
media publications were not in the interest of the nation 
and they could not promote what it described as national 
cohesion and peace. 


Meanwhile, newspapers today announced more arrests. 
The government owned DAILY TIMES said that two 
retired generals in addition to Major General Shehu 
Yar’Adua, had been arrested. The paper did not give 
details of the arrests. The NIGERIAN TRIBUNE, a 
private newspaper, said that the former party chairman 
and political exile, Chief (Adisa Akiloye), was arrested 
from his residence in Ibadan and taken to Lagos on 
Thursday evening [9 March]. There is no official confir- 
mation of the arrest. 


Obasanjo Reportedly Arrested 


AB1303125495 Paris AFP in French 1216 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Lagos, 13 Mar (AFP)—General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, the former Nigerian head of state, 
was arrested today, one of his associates announced to 
AFP in Lagos. His arrest took place toward noon at his 
farm at Otta, about 60 km north of Lagos. One of the two 
officers who came to arrest him explained that he was 
acting ‘‘on political grounds,’ the same source 
explained. This arrest has not been officially confirmed. 


Army Chief Criticizes Media Over Alleged Coup 


AB1303101095 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 0900 
GMT 13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Media in the country have been 
asked to always consider Nigeria’s wellbeing while pub- 
lishing news stories. The chief of defense staff, Major 
General Adbulsalam Abukakar, made the appeal while 
addressing a news conference in Lagos. The defense chief 
said, however, that he was optimistic of the interest of 
the media in the country’s stability so that the country 
could develop politically, economically, and socially. 


Maj. Gen. Abdulsalam Abubakar, however, decried what 
he described as the screaming headlines as the ones 
recently used by some media in reporting on the alleged 
coup plot, saying that they cannot promote national 
cohesion and peace. He urged the media to always think 
of the nation first as the objective of constantly keeping 
the people informed about happenings around the 
country. 


U.S., UK Condemned for Portrayal of Country 


AB1003193595 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The secretary to the govern- 
ment of the federation, Alhaji Aminu Saleh, has con- 
demned British and American Governments who 
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portrayed Nigeria as a country that has violated human 
rights at a recent conference on human rights in Geneva. 


Exchanging views with the vice president and managing 
director of an oil company, Mr. (Ken Alcoy), who called 
on him today, Alhaji Aminu Saleh expressed surprise 
that the motion against Nigeria was sponsored by Britain 
with whom Nigeria has strong economic links and cor- 
dial relations. He also told Mr. (Ken Alcoy) how Nigeria 
survived the international conspiracy to dictate to 
Nigeria how to run her affairs. 


Alhaji Aminu Saleh informed (Ken Alcoy) of steps being 
taken by the present administration to restore peace and 
stability in the country. He called on multinational 
corporations in the country to explain to their own 
countries and sister organizations the exact situation in 
Nigeria to reduce the negative campaigns [words indis- 
tinct] against her. 


Iraq’s al-Sahhaf Pleads Lifting of Sanctions 


AB1003215995 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 10 Mar 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Iraqi Government has 
expressed its commitment to lasting peace in the Middle 
East, and pleads with the international community to 
support the lifting of the UN sanctions imposed on the 
country since the Gulf War in 1991. The Iraqi foreign 
minister, Mr. Muhammad Said Kazim al-Sahhaf, stated 
this at a news conference in Abuja. Correspondent Gabo 
Abubakar filed this report: 


The Iraqi foreign affairs minister, who said he was in 
Nigeria to brief the government on the current situation 
in the Middle East, said he delivered a special message 
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from the Iraqi president, Saddam Husayn, to Nigeria’s 
head of state, General Sani Abacha. He expressed grati- 
tude to the Nigerian Government for its understanding 
of the Iraqi position, and called on other countries to 
support the lifting of what he described as the biting UN 
sanctions on the Iraqi people. 


He said but for American obstinacy on the implementa- 
tion of UN Resolution 687, which deals with the elimi- 
nation of certain weapons, and monitoring of the 
producing factories, countries like Russia, China, Indo- 
nesia, Oman, Germany, Italy, and Nigeria, are willing to 
adhere to the legal conditions of the UN resolution. Mr. 
Said al-Sahhaf said Iraq has found it difficult to have a 
working economy because of the sanctions, stressing that 
the Iraqi people have however remained resilient in the 
reconstruction effort. 


Government Determined To Promote Sovereignty 


AB1203170295 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 12 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria has reiterated her deter- 
mination to promote, protect, and defend its sover- 
eignty, as well as maintain its international integrity. In 
a paper at the 51st session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva, Nigeria also pledged to 
fulfill its obligations as a responsible member of the 
international community. It stated that the survival of 
Nigeria was a major interest to all (?world) people and 
that its leaders were finding solutions to the socio- 
political and economic problems. The paper notes that 
while some countries are interested in Nigeria’s affairs 
with good intention, others are collaborating with some 
misguided nationals to work against her. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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